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An Act to provide for the sustainable and efficient management of the coastal and
aquaculture resources of the Republic, to develop the coastal fisheries and aquaculture
sectors and for other related purposes.

Enacted by the Parliament of Nauru as follows:

PART 1 — PRELIMINARY

1 Short title
This Act may be cited as the Coastal Fisheries and Aquaculture Act 2020.

2 Commencement

This Act commences upon certification by the Speaker and which came into
effect on 4 June 2020.

3 Definitions
In this Act:

‘Advisory Council’ means the Coastal Fisheries Advisory Council established
under Section 10;

‘aquaculture’ means the cultivation, propagation or farming of aquatic
organisms whether from eggs, spawn, spat or seed, or by rearing aquatic
organisms lawfully taken from the wild or lawfully imported into the Republic
or any similar process;

‘artisanal fishing’ means small-scale fishing whether subsistence or
commercial providing for local consumption but does not include export, such
as gleaning, use of small boats and canoes;

‘authorised officers’ means authorised officers appointed under Section 40;
‘Authority’ means the Nauru Fisheries and Marine Resources Authority;

‘coastal fisheries’ means fishing activities targeting marine resources occurring
within the coastal fisheries waters of the Republic;

‘coastal fisheries waters’ means the internal waters and the territorial sea of the
Republic;

‘community fisheries management areas’ means coastal fishing areas that have
been declared by the Minister to be managed by district communities for the
purpose of protecting the coastal fisheries and marine resources to ensure its
long-term sustainability;

‘Chief Executive Officer’ means the Chief Executive Officer of the Authority;

‘fishery’ or ‘fisheries’ means one or more stocks of fish or any fishing operation
based on those stocks which can be treated as a unit for the purposes of
conservation, development and management, taking into account geographical,
scientific, social, technical, recreational, economic and other relevant
characteristics;

60,601 Service 0



LAWS OF THE REPUBLIC OF NAURU s3

Service 0

‘fishing vessel’ means any vessel, ship or other craft which is used, equipped to
be used or of a type that is normally used for fishing or related activities;

‘Forum’ means the Community Fisheries Stakeholder Forum established under
Section 15;

‘Minister’ means the Minister responsible for Fisheries; and

‘subsistence fishing’ means any fishing activity carried out primarily for
personal consumption, excluding game fishing.

Application

This Act applies to:

(a) all coastal fisheries waters and areas over which the Republic exercises
jurisdiction or sovereign rights;

(b) fisheries resources and related habitats in coastal fisheries waters;

(c) coastal fisheries;

(d) aquaculture and related activities;

(e) a person, vessel, vehicle, aircraft, export facility or any other vessel or
place engaged in or otherwise connected with any activity falling within the
scope of this Act; and

(f) persons and vessels in coastal fisheries waters.

Objectives

The objectives of this Act include:

(a) preservation, protection and development of coastal fisheries waters of the
Republic;

(b) ensuring the sustainability of coastal fisheries waters and aquaculture
management and development;

(c) protection of livelihood and food security;

(d) managing, developing and using fishery resources taking into consideration
traditional knowledge, best available scientific information and in
accordance with best management practices;

(e) ensuring community participation in coastal fisheries and aquaculture
management; and

(f) co-ordinating the role of Government agencies and the community to
ensure compliance with conservation and management measures for coastal
fisheries waters and aquaculture.

General principles

(1) The Chief Executive Officer in the performance of a function or exercise of

a power under this Act shall as far as is reasonably practicable:

(a) ensure the application of conservation and management practices based
on the best available scientific advice and generally recognised local
and international customs, standards and best practices;

(b) ensure the application of the precautionary approach which shall be
applied to the management and development of the fisheries at a
standard that is equal or superior to the standard in any applicable
international instrument;

(c) prevent over-fishing, in particular by ensuring that levels of fishing
effort do not exceed the availability of resources;
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(d)

(e)
®

(2)

(h)

collect and share, in a timely manner, accurate data concerning fisheries
and aquaculture, as well as information from national and international
research programmes;

take into account the particular rights, interests and needs of traditional,
subsistence and other local fishers and fishing communities;

adopt an integrated approach to fisheries and other coastal living
resources use management, including minimising, to the extent
practicable, conflicts among fishers using the same coastal space and
between fishers and other users of coastal space;

apply the principle of inter generational equity, by which the present
generation should ensure that the health, diversity and productivity of
coastal living resources and the coastal fisheries waters are maintained
or enhanced for the benefit of future generations; or

apply principles of good governance, accountability and transparency,
including the need to involve fisheries stakeholders and fishing
communities in decision-making where necessary.

For the purposes of subsection (1)(b), the precautionary approach is where
there is a threat of serious or irreversible harm to fisheries resources and
related habitats in coastal fisheries waters, lack of scientific certainty shall
not be used as a reason to prevent or postpone action to mitigate any
harmful impacts to fisheries resources and related habitats in coastal
fisheries waters.

Traditional knowledge and customary practices

Where appropriate, the following shall be considered in the development of any
national policies and management plans:

(a) traditional coastal fisheries;

(b) traditional aquaculture knowledge;

(c) traditional practices; and

(d) traditional fishing methods.
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PART 2 — ADMINISTRATION

Authority of Minister

€))

@)

The Minister has the authority to do all things necessary or convenient to
attain or further the objectives of this Act.

The Minister shall:

(a) determine national policies;

(b) designate fisheries management areas;

(c) designate marine protected areas;

(d) declare closed seasons;

(e) where necessary, impose control and management measures on fishing
effort and catch; and

(f) appoint one or more committees as he or she deems necessary to advise
and make recommendations on any areas under his or her authority.

Power of Chief Executive Officer

The Chief Executive Officer has the power to do all things necessary or
convenient for the implementation of this Act in his or her capacity as head of
the Authority, including the power to:

(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)

(e)
®

(@
(h)

G)
k)

)
(m)
(n)

do any act or thing authorised by this Act or any other written law;
manage and control the affairs of the Authority for the purposes of this Act;
advise the Minister and the Cabinet on all aspects of coastal fisheries and
aquaculture;

liaise with other Governments, international or regional organisations or
agencies, Government Departments, other instrumentalities of the Republic
to allow mutual support in dealing with issues relating to the management
of coastal fisheries waters and aquaculture resources;

prepare national management and development plans for coastal fisheries
and aquaculture;

make recommendations to the Minister on coastal fisheries and aquaculture
resources conservation, management and development;

assist stakeholders to meet their obligations under this Act;

advise Government Departments and committees on the management or
development of coastal fisheries and aquaculture resources;

monitor impacts on the management and development of coastal fisheries
and aquaculture resources, and related habitats;

assist in coastal fisheries or aquaculture research;

collect or disseminate timely, reliable and effective data on coastal fisheries
and aquaculture;

promote public awareness and education in relation to coastal fisheries and
aquaculture management and development;

keep and maintain a Register of Community Fisheries Management
Committees;

ensure public consultation on initiatives for the conservation, management
and sustainable development of coastal fisheries and aquaculture; and

60,801 Service 0



LAWS OF THE REPUBLIC OF NAURU s9
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PART 3 — COASTAL FISHERIES

DIVISION 1 — COASTAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COUNCIL

Establishment of Coastal Fisheries Advisory Council
A Coastal Fisheries Advisory Council is hereby established.

Function of Council

The Council shall advise the Minister on policy matters relating to coastal
fisheries and aquaculture:

(a) conservation and management; and

(b) development and sustainable use.

Composition of Council

(1) The Council shall comprise of the following:

(a) the Chief Executive Officer who shall be the Chairperson;

(b) a senior official of the Authority who is responsible for coastal fisheries
and who shall be the Deputy Chairperson;

(c) one representative of a non-governmental organisation or from a
scientific organisation with functions relating to or experience in
coastal fisheries;

(d) one representative of a non-governmental organisation or from a
scientific organisation with functions relating to or experience in
aquaculture;

(e) the Chairperson or Deputy Chairperson from the Community Fisheries
Stakeholder Forum; and

(f) the Secretary for the Department responsible for environment and
agriculture or his or her nominee.

(2) The Council may co-opt any other number of persons it deems necessary
for the performance of its functions.

Meetings of the Council

(1) The Council is to hold such meetings as are necessary for the performance
of its functions.

(2) The Council shall appoint an officer of the Authority to act as and perform
all such duties as is required of a secretary to the Council.

(3) The Council may:
(a) determine its own procedures for its meetings; and
(b) cause minutes to be kept of its meetings.

Disclosure of interest

(1) Where a member of the Council has an interest of a financial or fiduciary
nature that conflicts with his or her function or duty under this Act, he or
she shall promptly disclose the nature of such interest at the meeting.

(2) Any conflict of interest disclosed under subsection (1) shall be recorded in
the minutes of a Council meeting.
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Where a member contravenes subsection (1), such member may be
removed from the Council.

DIVISION 2 — COMMUNITY FISHERIES STAKEHOLDER FORUM

Community Fisheries Stakeholder Forum
A Community Fisheries Stakeholder Forum is hereby established.

Objectives of the Forum
The Forum may:

(a)
(b)

()
(d)

(e)

work collaboratively on the development of project outcomes;

work directly with key stakeholders to ensure that their concerns and needs
are considered;

with the assistance of the Chief Executive Officer, develop a dispute
resolution mechanism to resolve disputes between members;

provide feedback on analysis, alternatives or outcomes including policies,
national coastal fisheries and aquaculture plans, legislation or other
conservation, management and development measures; and

where necessary or when required, provide relevant parties including the
Coastal Fisheries Advisory Council with balanced, objective and accurate
information.

Composition of Forum
The Forum shall comprise of:

(a)
(b)

()

a Chairperson nominated by the members from its membership;

one representative from each district community fisheries management
committee; and

a senior staff member of the Authority as secretary.

Meetings of Forum

ey
@)

The Forum may determine its own procedures for its meetings.

Any minutes of meetings and correspondence shall be kept and maintained
by the secretary to the Forum.

DIVISION 3 — COASTAL FISHERIES CONSERVATION, MANAGEMENT AND

19

Service 0

DEVELOPMENT

Designated fisheries management areas

ey

(@)

The Minister may, on the advice of the Chief Executive Officer and in

consultation with the Cabinet:

(a) by notice published in the Gazette, declare an area as a designated
fisheries management area; and

(b) mark such area as a designated fisheries management area.

The Minister may make a declaration under subsection (1), if the Minister

deems appropriate having regard to scientific, social, economic,

environmental and other relevant considerations that the area:

(a) is important to the national interest; and

(b) requires conservation and management measures for ensuring
sustainable use of coastal fisheries resources.
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(3) The Minister may by notice published in the Gazette declare a buffer zone
of up to 2 nautical miles around the designated fisheries management areas
to ensure the sustainability of species within such areas.

National Coastal Fisheries Management Plan

(1) The Chief Executive Officer shall be responsible for the preparation and
review of a National Coastal Fisheries Management Plan in accordance
with this Act.

(2) The Plan shall:

(a) identify the relevant fishery or fisheries;

(b) specify objectives to be achieved in the management and development
of the fishery or area;

(c) describe the status of the fishery;

(d) specify management measures to be applied to the fishery including
appropriate fines, penalties and sanctions for contravening such
measures;

(e) protect the fishing interests of artisanal, subsistence and small scale
fishers;

(f) specify the process for allocation of any fishing rights;

(g) include an assessment of risk;

(h) identify requirements for monitoring, reporting and assessment; and

(i) provide for any other matters as may be necessary for sustainable use,
management and development of fishery resources.

(3) In preparing the Plan, the Chief Executive Officer shall:

(a) consult with the Community Fisheries Stakeholder Forum;

(b) consult with the stakeholders who will be affected by or has an interest,
to the extent such members may not be informed through the
Community Fisheries Stakeholder Forum;

(c) consult with other relevant government agencies on the proposed plan;
and

(d) take into account the objectives and general principles of this Act under
Sections 5 and 6.

Approval of Plan
(1) A Plan prepared under this Part shall be submitted to the Cabinet for
consideration.

(2) The Cabinet may:
(a) approve the Plan where it is satisfied that the Plan complies with this
Act; or
(b) request the Chief Executive Officer to provide more information.

(3) Where the Cabinet approves the Plan under subsection (2)(a), the Plan shall
be published in the Gazette as soon as practicable.

(4) The Plan comes into effect on the date it is published in the Gazette or any
other date stated in the Plan.

Review of National Coastal Fisheries Management Plan
(1) The Chief Executive Officer shall review the Plan:
(a) at any time at the direction of the Minister or the Cabinet; or
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(b) if no direction is given under paragraph (a), at the end of every annual
year following the endorsement of the Plan.
(2) In reviewing the Plan, the Chief Executive Officer may consult with:
(a) any person or organisation consulted under Section 20(3) during the
preparation of the Plan; or
(b) such other persons as the Chief Executive Officer considers appropriate
to consult, in light of the review.

(3) An amendment to the Plan arising from a review under subsection (2) shall
be prepared and considered in the same manner as it applies to the Plan.

(4) The Plan may be amended or revoked by the Cabinet in consultation with
the Chief Executive Officer.

Determination of allowable catch in coastal fisheries waters

(1) The Minister shall determine the total allowable catch, the total applied
effort or a combination of the same in coastal fisheries waters.

(2) In determining the total allowable catch, the total applied effort or a
combination thereof, the Minister shall apply necessary catch quotas or size
limits:

(a) in a particular area;

(b) in respect of a particular species or a group of species of fish; or

(c) in respect of the use of a particular gear, fishing methods or the type of
fishing vessel.

Closed seasons

(1) Where necessary, the Minister may by notice in the Gazette declare a
closed season.

(2) A declaration by the Minister under subsection (1) may include the:
(a) closed season period;
(b) type of fish, fishery, fishing method or other parameters, as the case
may be; and
(c) specific area.

(3) For the purposes of this Section, ‘closed season’ means the period of time
during which fishing is not permitted in a specified area or areas in coastal
fisheries waters.

(4) A person who contravenes this Section commits an offence and upon
conviction is liable to a fine not exceeding $10,000 or to a term of
imprisonment not exceeding 6 months or to both.
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PART 4 — COMMUNITY FISHERIES MANAGEMENT

Community fisheries management areas

ey

@)

3)

A district community may apply to the Minister for the delineation of an
area in such district’s coastal fisheries waters for the purposes of managing
coastal fisheries resources.

The Minister, in consultation with the Cabinet and the Chief Executive
Officer may approve a request under subsection (1) and delineate a
community fisheries management area.
In delineating a community fisheries management area, the Minister shall:
(a) consult with the Authority, the Coastal Fisheries Advisory Council, the
Community Fisheries Stakeholder Forum and any other relevant
stakeholders;
(b) take into account:
(i) the purpose and justification for the need to establish the fisheries
management area;
(ii) the geographical location and size of the proposed fisheries
management area in relation to the district involved;
(iii) the community management plan for the proposed fisheries
management area;
(iv) the population of each district;
(v) the customary marine tenure in each district; and
(vi) any traditional fisheries practices and usages.

Community fisheries management committees

ey

@)

3

“)

)

A district community may apply to the Chief Executive Officer to register
a community fisheries management committee.

An application under subsection (1) shall consist of:

(a) the name of the community fisheries management committee;

(b) names of the chairperson, other officers of the committee if any and
other members of the committee;

(c) banking information;

(d) the committee’s mission statement and proposed activities;

(e) the committee’s rules of procedure; and

(f) such other information or documentation as the Authority may require.

The Chief Executive Officer shall review an application received under
subsection (1) and may:

(a) register the community fisheries management committee; or

(b) decline the application, providing reasons in writing.

Where an application is declined under subsection (3)(b), a district
community may make a new application under subsection (1) taking into
consideration the reasons provided under subsection (3)(b).

No district community may perform the functions of a community fisheries
management committee unless registered under this Act.
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Community fisheries management area plans

D
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3

“)

(&)

The Authority may assist a community fisheries management committee to
prepare, adopt and keep under review where necessary, a community
fisheries management area plan.

A community fisheries management area plan shall:

(a) comply with any written laws and national plans relating to coastal
fisheries;

(b) identify the fishery to be managed under the plan;

(c) describe the status of the fishery;

(d) provide the management and development objectives of the fishery or
area;

(e) identify any development strategies;

(f) specify conservation and management measures to be applied to the
fishery;

(g) specify the process for the allocation of any fishing rights or additional
catch quotas by species that has not been defined in this Act and the
National Coastal Fisheries Management Plan;

(h) identify requirements for monitoring, reporting and assessment; and

(i) make provision in relation to any other matter necessary for sustainable
use of fisheries resources including sustainable finance activities.

Before submitting the plan for approval by the Minister, a community
fisheries management committee shall:

(a) present the proposed plan to a meeting of the Forum; and

(b) consult with neighbouring district communities.

The Minister on receipt of a plan under this Part may:

(a) approve the community fisheries management area plan;

(b) approve the community fisheries management area plan with
modifications; or

(c) return the community fisheries management area plan to the
community fisheries management committee for further consideration.

Any plan approved by the Minister under this Section shall be published in
the Gazette within 7 days of such approval by the Minister.

Review and amendment of community fisheries management
area plans

ey
(@)
3)

A community fisheries management committee shall undertake a detailed
review of its management plan on a biennial basis.

Despite subsection (1), the plan may be amended at any other time where
the committee and the Chief Executive Officer deem appropriate.

Where a community fisheries management area plan is amended, such
amendment shall be:

(a) re-submitted to the Minister through the Authority for approval; and
(b) published in the Gazette within 7 days of such approval by the Minister.

Monitoring and enforcement of community fisheries
management area

ey

A community fisheries management committee shall:
(a) monitor its community fisheries management area;
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@)

(b) enforce its community fisheries management area plan; and

(c) report any breach of its community fisheries management area plan to
the Chief Executive Officer.

For the purpose of this Section, a community fisheries management

committee may appoint persons from its committee to monitor its fisheries

management area.

Community fisheries management fund

A community fisheries management area committee may establish a bank
account for the purposes of:

(a)
(b)

receiving financial assistance or donations for the purpose of supporting the
implementation of the community fisheries management area plan; or
receiving revenue from any sustainable financing activity identified and
developed under the community fisheries management area plan.

Disadvantaged communities

ey

@)

A disadvantaged community or a member of a disadvantaged community

shall have the right to participate on an equitable basis in the management

of an area of the coastal fisheries waters through a community fisheries

management committee where any one or more of the following exist:

(a) traditional links and affinity;

(b) family or clan relationship;

(c) ownership of land adjacent to coastal fisheries waters; or

(d) other arrangements between a disadvantaged community and a
community fisheries management committee.

For the purposes of this Section, a ‘disadvantaged community’ means a
district community whose access to the coastal fisheries waters is
dependent on access to another district community.
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PART 5 — AQUACULTURE

DIVISION 1 — NATIONAL AQUACULTURE PLAN

National Aquaculture Plan

ey
@)

@)

The Chief Executive Officer shall prepare and review where necessary a
national plan for the development of aquaculture.
A National Aquaculture Plan shall:
(a) identify the types of aquaculture activities and their characteristics;
(b) describe, as the case may be:
(i) the land tenure and characteristics including but not limited to soil,
topography and land use patterns in the area;
(ii) the aquatic area and tenure and the characteristics including but not
limited to water type and usage; or
(iii) specify the objectives to be achieved by the aquaculture operations;
(c) specify management and development measures to be applied, as
appropriate;
(d) consider the fishing interests of artisanal fishers;
(e) include an environmental impact assessment report;
(f) comply with the requirements of this Act and any other relevant written
law; and
(g) make provision in relation to any other matter necessary for sustainable
use of aquaculture resources.
When preparing the National Aquaculture Plan, the Chief Executive Officer
shall ensure that consultation is carried out with the relevant stakeholders.

Consideration of National Aquaculture Plan

ey
@)

3)

“

The National Aquaculture Plan shall be submitted to the Cabinet for
consideration and approval.

The Cabinet may:

(a) approve the National Aquaculture Plan; or

(b) require the Chief Executive Officer to provide more information.
Where the Cabinet approves the National Aquaculture Plan under
subsection (2)(a), such Plan shall be published in the Gazette within 7 days
of Cabinet approval.

The National Aquaculture Plan comes into effect on the date it is published
in the Gazette or any other date stated in the Plan.

Review of National Aquaculture Plan

ey

(©))

The Chief Executive Officer shall review the National Aquaculture Plan:

(a) at any time at the direction of the Minister or the Cabinet; or

(b) if no direction is given under paragraph (a), at the end of every annual
year from the coming into effect of the plan.

In reviewing the National Aquaculture Plan, the Chief Executive Officer

may consult with:

(a) the relevant stakeholders consulted under Section 32 during the
preparation of the National Aquaculture Plan; or
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(b) such other persons as the Chief Executive Officer deems necessary.
(3) An amendment to the National Aquaculture Plan as a result of a review
shall be prepared and considered in the same manner as the initial approved
National Aquaculture Plan.
(4) The National Aquaculture Plan may be amended or revoked by the Cabinet
in consultation with the Chief Executive Officer.

DIVISION 2 — AQUACULTURE REGISTRATION

Application to register as aquaculture operator

(1) A person who intends to engage in or carry out an aquaculture operation
shall apply for registration to the Chief Executive Officer in the prescribed
form.

(2) The Chief Executive Officer may approve an application under subsection
(1) where he or she is satisfied that the applicant is capable of complying
with any aquaculture standards issued by the Authority.

(3) Where the Chief Executive Officer approves an application for registration,
a certificate of registration shall be issued to the applicant in the prescribed
form.

Register of Aquaculture Operators
(1) There shall be a Register of Aquaculture Operators.

(2) The Chief Executive Officer shall be responsible for keeping and
maintaining the Register of Aquaculture Operators as prescribed.

Aquaculture standards

(1) The Chief Executive Officer, having regard to internationally agreed
standards and codes of practice, may from time to time issue aquaculture
standards which include:

(a) use of good aquaculture practices relating to:
(i) aquaculture farm design and maintenance;
(ii) stocking densities, farming strategies;
(ii1) feed;
(iv) supplementary feeding;
(v) biosecurity including the use of antibiotic and chemical treatments;
(vi) environmental management; and
(vii) waste management;
(b) site selection;
(c) water quality monitoring;
(d) use of gear, equipment or devices in aquaculture;
(e) aquaculture premises;
(f) record-keeping; and
(g) any other matter related to the management, development and control
of aquaculture.

(2) A person engaged in aquaculture operations shall implement the standards
issued under subsection (1).

(3) An authorised officer shall inspect aquaculture operations to ensure
compliance with aquaculture standards issued under this Act.
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(4) An aquaculture operator that contravenes the aquaculture standards:
(a) shall be given a list of all non-compliance aspects and a timeline by
which such standards are to be complied with; and
(b) shall be deregistered if he or she fails to meet the compliance advice
issued to him or her.
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PART 6 — STATISTICS AND REPORTING

Information and statistics

ey
@)

3)

The Chief Executive Officer shall collect and analyse statistical and other
information on coastal fisheries and aquaculture.

Where required by the Chief Executive Officer, a person engaged in coastal
fisheries or aquaculture activities shall provide in the prescribed form data,
statistics and other information in relation to:

(a) catches;

(b) by-catches;

(c) fishing methods;

(d) fishing effort;

(e) production;

(f) production methods; and

(g) any other relevant information.

The Chief Executive Officer may share the information received under
subsection (2) with a Government department, statutory authority,
instrumentality of the Republic, agency or association.

Annual report

ey

@)

The Chief Executive Officer shall, as soon as practicable at the end of each

financial year, provide as part of the annual report of the Authority to the

Minister, a report on coastal fisheries and aquaculture which includes:

(a) an evaluation of any community fisheries management plans;

(b) statistical information on coastal fisheries and aquaculture; and

(c) any information relevant to the management and development of
coastal fisheries and aquaculture.

The annual report shall be presented to the Cabinet by the Minister.
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PART 7 — AUTHORISED OFFICERS

Appointment of authorised officers

)]
@)
3)
“)

)

The Chief Executive Officer shall be an authorised officer for the purposes
of this Act.

The Minister may, by notice in the Gazette, appoint an officer of the
Authority to be an authorised officer for the purposes of this Act.

An authorised officer appointed under this Section shall act under the
directions or instructions of the Chief Executive Officer.

An authorised officer appointed under subsection (1) except a police officer

shall:

(a) be issued with an identification card duly signed by the Minister at the
time of his or her appointment; and

(b) produce his or her identification card on request.

Where an authorised officer fails to produce his or her identification card
under subsection (4), he or she shall not exercise any powers under this Act.

Powers of authorised officers

ey

@)

3

“)

An authorised officer may:
(a) enter and search any conveyance, including a vessel, aircraft or vehicle;
(b) stop and search a person; or
(c) pass across any land.
An authorised officer may only exercise any power under subsection (1) if
he or she has reasonable cause to believe that:
(a) an offence under this Act is being or has been committed; or
(b) any of the following may be concealed to avoid prosecution:
(i) any fish taken or item used or intended to be used in contravention
of this Act;
(i) any record or information required under this Act to be kept,
completed or provided; or
(iii) any document or item which may be taken as evidence as to the
commission of an offence under this Act.

An authorised officer may:

(a) subject to any other written laws, detain a person or any conveyance,
including a vessel, aircraft or vehicle; and

(b) retain in his or her custody a thing, including a parcel, package, record,
document, article, gear, apparatus, container or fish, for any period as is
reasonably necessary to enable the authorised officer to carry out a
search under this Section.

In this Section:
‘enter’ includes to stop or board or both; and

‘search’ means to examine or open anything in the searched premises,
including a document, record, article, gear, apparatus, device or container.
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Arrest

(1) An authorised officer may:

(a) order a person found committing an offence to stop committing the
offence and if the person fails to obey the order, arrest the person
without a warrant; or

(b) with a warrant issued by a Resident Magistrate or Judge, arrest a person
whom the officer reasonably suspects of having committed an offence
under this Act.

(2) Where an authorised officer, other than a police officer, arrests a person
under subsection (1), such authorised officer shall, as soon as practicable,
take the arrested person to the police station or into the custody of a police
officer.

Directions to master

(1) Subject to subsection (3), an authorised officer may, in consultation with the
Chief Executive Officer and Nauru Maritime and Port Authority, where
such officer believes that a vessel is being or has been used to contravene
this Act, require the master to take the vessel, as soon as reasonably
practicable, to a Nauru port or any other place as may be agreed to by the
master and authorised officer.

(2) Where the vessel is proceeding to port, the authorised officer may, in
consultation with the Chief Executive Officer, give any reasonable
directions to the master or any person aboard the vessel in relation to any:
(a) activity;

(b) method;

(c) procedure;
(d) item;

(e) gear;

(f) document;
() fish;

(h) property; or
(i) other thing.

(3) Despite subsection (1), an authorised officer may not consult with the
Nauru Maritime and Port Authority where the consultation cannot be done:
(a) within a reasonable timeframe; or
(b) due to an emergency involving the imminent loss of life or property

that requires immediate action to be taken.

Reasonable force

An authorised officer may use reasonable force as may be necessary, to enable
the exercise of powers and performance of functions under this Act.

Copies of documents

An authorised officer may:

(a) make, remove or take copies of any record or document; or

(b) if necessary, require a person to reproduce or assist the authorised officer to
reproduce a document stored or information recorded.

Seizure
(1) An authorised officer may seize:
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(a) any conveyance or thing, including a vessel, aircraft, vehicle, fishing
gear, implement, appliance, material, container, goods, equipment,
which the authorised officer reasonably believes is being or has been or
is intended to be used to contravene this Act;

(b) any fish, including any other fish with which the fish has been
intermixed, which the authorised officer reasonably believes is being or
have been, taken, killed, transported, bought, sold or found in the
possession of a person, in contravention of this Act; or

(c) any item or article, including a record or document which the
authorised officer reasonably believes is evidence of the commission of
an offence.

(2) A written receipt shall be provided by an authorised officer for any article
or item seized under this Section.

(3) Any property seized under subsection (1) shall be delivered immediately
into the custody of the Authority.

47 Release of seized property

(1) The following persons may apply in writing to the Chief Executive Officer
for the release of any property seized under this Act:
(a) the person from whom the property was seized;

(b) the owner of the property; or
(c) the person entitled to the possession of the property.

(2) The Chief Executive Officer may, before the information or charge is laid
for the offence, release the property to the applicant under a bond in the
sum equal to the value of the property seized or under any surety or
condition imposed by the Chief Executive Officer.

(3) Where a person to whom property is released under subsection (1) fails to
comply with the condition of a bond or surety or condition imposed by the
Chief Executive Officer:

(a) the property may be re-seized at any time at the direction of the Chief
Executive Officer;

(b) this Section applies to the property as if it had been seized under
Section 46; and

(c) the Chief Executive Officer may apply to the court for an order to
forfeit the bond.

(4) Where the Chief Executive Officer applies for an order under subsection
(3)(c), the Registrar of Courts shall:
(a) fix a time and place for the hearing of the application; and
(b) at least 7 days before the time fixed for hearing, cause the application
to be served on a person bound by the bond.

(5) Where it is proved to the satisfaction of the court that the bond has been
contravened, the court may make such order that it deems fit.

48 Release of seized property on application by person to court

(1) Where the information or charge has been laid for an offence for which
property was seized and such property remains in the custody of the
Authority, the court may release the property under bond, surety or
condition to:

(a) the person from whom the property was seized;
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(b) the owner of the property; or
(c) the person entitled to the possession of the property seized.

(2) In determining the value of a bond or the form of security or the type of
condition, the court:
(a) shall take into account the aggregate amount of:

(i) the value of the property to be released;

(ii) the total maximum fine provided for the offence charged or likely to
be charged; and

(iii) the loss, damages or costs the prosecution may need to recover, if a
conviction is entered, and
(b) may set the value at any aggregate amount.

Disposal of seized property

(1) Where any perishable property is seized by an authorised officer, the Chief

Executive Officer may:

(a) sell such property at reasonable market value;

(b) return such property to the person from whom it was seized on
receiving security of equivalent value; or

(c) where he or she is unable to sell the property at reasonable market
value or where such property is unfit for sale, dispose of it in such
manner as he or she deems appropriate.

(2) Where the owner of a property is not known at the time such property was
seized, the property:
(a) is forfeited to the Authority from the date it was seized; or
(b) is to be disposed of as directed by the Chief Executive Officer within 30
days of such seizure.

(3) A buyer for valuable consideration of any property sold under this Section
acquires good and unencumbered title to the property.

(4) Any property seized under this Act or proceeds of sale of the property
under this Section shall be kept by the Authority in its custody until:
(a) a decision is made not to proceed with the offence for which the
property was seized; or
(b) where a charge or information is laid:

(i) the final determination of proceedings, including any appeal, for the
offence for which the property was seized; or

(ii) the court otherwise makes an order on the property.

Removal of parts from a seized craft

(1) An authorised officer may remove any part of a seized craft in the custody
of the Authority for the purpose of immobilising the craft.

(2) A part removed under subsection (1) shall be kept safe and returned to the
craft when the craft is released from custody.

(3) A person may not, without the authority of the Chief Executive Officer:

(a) possess or arrange to obtain any part removed under subsection (1);

(b) possess or arrange to obtain, make a replacement or substitute part
removed under subsection (1); or
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(c) fit or attempt to fit any part or a replacement or substitute part to the
craft.
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PART 8 — FORFEITURE

Forfeiture of property on conviction

Where a person is convicted of an offence under this Act, the court may, in
addition to any other penalty imposed, order that any or more of the following
be forfeited to the Republic:

(a)

(b)
()
(d)

any conveyance, including a vessel, aircraft or vehicle or goods used to
commit the offence whether or not seized under Section 46;

any fish caught for which the offence was committed;

any illegal fishing gear for which the offence was committed; or

any proceeds from the sale of the property under Section 49.

Disposal of forfeited property

e))

2

3)

A conveyance, including a vessel, aircraft or vehicle or goods seized under

this Act may be disposed of in a manner directed by the Chief Executive

Officer where:

(a) no appeal is lodged; or

(b) the appeal is finally determined.

Any property referred to under subsection (1) may be held by the Authority

until all fines, orders for restitution or costs and penalties imposed under

this Act have been paid.

Where the fines, orders for restitution or costs and penalties imposed under

this Act are not paid within the time allowed, any property seized under this

Act may be sold and all the proceeds be paid in the following order of

priority:

(a) to pay for any fines, orders for costs, penalties imposed under this Act
and costs of sale; and

(b) to the owner for the balance of the proceeds.

Liability for loss, damage or deterioration of property in
custody

e))

@)

The Republic is not liable for any loss or damage to, spoilage or
deterioration in the condition of any property seized or while in the custody
of the Republic under this Act.

An authorised officer who at the time of seizure returns to the water any fish

seized under Section 46 which such officer believes to be alive, is not under

any civil or criminal liability to the person from whom the fish was seized

if:

(a) adecision has been made not to proceed with the offence relating to the
seized fish; or

(b) the person has been acquitted of the charge.

62,001 Service 0



LAWS OF THE REPUBLIC OF NAURU

[The next page is 62,201]

Service 0 62,002



54

PART 9 — FIXED PENALTY NOTICE

Coastal Fisheries Fixed Penalty Notices

ey
@)

A police officer or an authorised officer may issue a Fixed Penalty Notice

in the prescribed form to a person who contravenes this Act.

The Cabinet may make regulations prescribing the:

(a) offences for which fixed penalties shall be imposed;

(b) penalties for each corresponding prescribed fixed penalty offences;

(c) fixed penalty notice which a police officer or an authorised officer may
serve to the person who is alleged to have contravened this Act;

(d) timeframe for payment of the prescribed penalty;

(e) prosecution procedure and additional penalties to be imposed by the
court;

(f) procedure for dealing with fixed penalty notice; and

(g) any other matters for the effective enforcement of the fixed penalty
notice.
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PART 10 — EVIDENCE

Certificate evidence

The Chief Executive Officer or a person authorised in writing by the Chief
Executive Officer may provide a certificate stating:

(a)

(b)

()

(d)

(e)
)
(2
(h)

®

a specified fishing vessel was or was not on a specified date licenced or a
person was or was not on a specified date the holder of a licence,
authorisation or certificate of registration;

an appended document is a true copy of the licence, authorisation or other
document granted or issued under this Act and that specified conditions
were attached to the document;

a particular location or area of water was, on a specified date, within the
fishery waters, or within a closed, limited, restricted or in any other way
controlled area of the fishery waters, or an area of the fisheries waters,
subject to specified conditions;

an appended chart shows the boundaries, on a specified date, of the fishery
waters, territorial sea, closed or limited areas or other areas or zones
delineated for any specified purpose;

a particular item or piece of equipment is a fishing gear;

the cause and manner of death of or injury to any fish;

a particular position or catch report appending a copy of the report was
given for a specified vessel;

any specified return, log, record or information required to be kept or
provided under this Act was or was not kept or provided; or

any specified interest in any specified fishing right was or was not held by
a person named in the certificate.

Photographic evidence

ey

@)

3)

Subject to subsection (2), where a photograph is taken of any coastal

fishing activity and:

(a) simultaneously the date, time and position from which the photograph
is taken are superimposed on the photograph; or

(b) the date, time and position are certified on the photograph at a later date
by an authorised officer who was present at the time the photograph
was taken,

it is presumed, unless the contrary is proved, that the photograph was taken

on the date, at the time and in the position so appearing and shall be

received in evidence by the court.

The presumption set out under subsection (1) shall arise where:

(a) in the case of subsection (1)(a), the camera taking the photograph is
connected directly to the instruments which provided the date, time and
position concerned; and

(b) in either case, the photograph was taken by an authorised officer.

An authorised officer who takes a photograph described in subsection (1)

shall give a certificate in relation to that photograph stating:

(a) his or her name, address, official position and authority under which he
or she is appointed;
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(b) the name, if known, of the person or owner of any fishing vessel
appearing in the photograph;

(c) the name of the apparatus supplying the date and time and the position
fixing instrument and a declaration that he or she has checked those
instruments a reasonable time before and after the taking of the
photograph and that they all appeared to be working correctly;

(d) the matters, as appropriate, under subsection (2)(a);

(e) the accuracy of the position-fixing instrument used, within the
internationally accepted margin of errors or standards relating to such
instrument; and

(f) the maximum possible distance and the direction of the subject of the
photograph away from the camera at the time the photograph was
taken.

Presumptions

ey

(@)

3

“

Any fish found on or with any person, or on board any fishing vessel which
has been used in the commission of any offence under this Act shall be
presumed to have been caught in the commission of that offence, unless the
contrary is proved.

Where, in any legal proceedings under this Act, the place in which an event
is alleged to have taken place is in issue, the place stated in the official
record of any authorised officer place as being the place in which the event
took place shall be prima facie evidence of the place in which the event
took place, unless the contrary is proved.

For the purposes of any proceedings under this Act, the act or omission of

any member of the crew of a fishing vessel while aboard that vessel or

engaged in fishing activity related to that vessel shall be deemed to be also
that of the operator of the vessel.

Where in any proceedings under this Act:

(a) an authorised officer gives evidence of reasonable grounds to believe
that any fish to which the charge relates were taken in a specified area
of the coastal fisheries waters; and

(b) the court considers that, having regard to that evidence the grounds are
reasonable,

the fish shall be presumed to have been so taken, unless the contrary is

proved.
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FUND

Coastal Fisheries and Aquaculture Development Fund

(1) A Coastal Fisheries and Aquaculture Development Fund is hereby
established for the purpose of:
(a) protecting, conserving and managing coastal fisheries;
(b) aquaculture development; and
(c) food security.
(2) The Fund shall consist of:
(a) any compensation, expenses or costs awarded by a court in relation to
any offence under this Act which shall be paid into the Fund;
(b) any amount appropriated for the Fund from the Treasury Fund; and
(c) any related levies or taxes imposed by any written law.

Withdrawal from Fund

(1) No withdrawal shall be made or authorised from the Fund unless:
(a) the withdrawal is for the purpose for which the Fund is established; and
(b) the purpose of the withdrawal has been authorised by the Cabinet in
consultation with the Minister.
(2) Subject to subsection (1), the Chief Executive Officer and the Secretary for
Finance are authorised co-signatories of the Fund.

Accounts, audit and annual report

(1) The Chief Executive Officer shall:
(a) keep proper accounts and records of all transactions and affairs of the
Fund;
(b) ensure that all monies received are properly brought to account;
(c) all payments out of its monies are correctly made and properly
authorised; and
(d) adequate control is maintained over its assets and liabilities.
(2) The Chief Executive Officer shall, within 2 months after the end of each
financial year, submit:
(a) to the Cabinet an annual report in respect of that financial year
containing:
(i) such financial statements as the Cabinet may require;
(ii) a report on the operations of the Fund; and
(iii) such other information as the Cabinet may direct in writing; and
(b) to the Auditor General:
(i) the accounts of the Fund for the financial year; and
(i1) the annual report referred to in paragraph (a).
(3) The Auditor General shall:
(a) audit the accounts of the Fund; and
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(b) within 3 months after receipt by him or her of the accounts and annual
report, submit his or her opinion on such accounts and annual report to
the Cabinet.
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PART 12 — OFFENCES

Illegal holding of fish

(1) Subject to subsection (2), a master shall not take or allow to remain on
board a fishing vessel, within the coastal fisheries waters, fish or any other
related species which:

(a) was not taken under the authority of; and
(b) in accordance with a fishing licence,
provided under this Act.

(2) It shall be a defence to a prosecution for an offence arising under subsection
(1) if the person charged satisfies the court that the fish was not taken or
caught in the coastal fisheries waters.

(3) Where this Section is contravened, the master of the vessel concerned
commits an offence and upon conviction is liable to a fine not exceeding
$5,000 or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 6 months or to both.

Prohibited fishing methods and practices

(1) No person shall:

(a) permit to be used, use or attempt to use an explosive, firearm, poison or
any other noxious substance for the purpose of killing, stunning,
disabling or catching fish or for any related purpose; or

(b) carry or possess or control without lawful authority an explosive,
firearm, poison or any other noxious substance in circumstances
indicating an intention of using that substance for any of the purposes
referred to in paragraph (a).

(2) An explosive, firearm, poison or any other noxious substance found on
board a fishing vessel shall be presumed, unless the contrary is proved, to
be intended for the purposes referred to in subsection (1)(a).

(3) No person shall land, sell, receive or possess fish taken by any means in
contravention of any provision under this Section and who knows or has
reasonable cause to believe that the fish has been so taken.

(4) A person who contravenes subsection (1) or (3), commits an offence and
upon conviction is liable to a fine not exceeding $10,000 or to a term of
imprisonment not exceeding 12 months or to both.

Possession of prohibited gear

(1) No person on board a fishing vessel shall use, possess or have control of:
(a) any gear which does not conform to the standards that may be
prescribed by regulations for that type of gear; or
(b) any gear which is prohibited as prescribed by regulations.
(2) A person who contravenes subsection (1), commits an offence and upon
conviction is liable to a fine not exceeding $10,000 or to a term of
imprisonment not exceeding 12 months or to both.

Commercial fishing or fish processing establishment
(1) No person shall undertake commercial fishing or operate a fish processing
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establishment unless authorisation for such an activity has been granted in
accordance with this Act or any other relevant written law.

(2) A person who contravenes subsection (1), commits an offence and upon
conviction is liable to a fine not exceeding $50,000 or to a term of
imprisonment not exceeding 24 months or to both.

Offences against authorised officers

(1) No person shall:

(a) knowingly provide false or misleading information pursuant to a
requirement under this Act to provide information;

(b) assault, hinder, resist, delay, intimidate or obstruct an authorised officer
who is exercising powers or carrying out duties or attempting to do so;

(c) incite or encourage any other person to assault, hinder, resist, delay,
intimidate or obstruct an authorised officer who is exercising powers or
carrying out duties or attempting to do so;

(d) use threatening language or behave in a threating or insulting manner
or uses abusive language or insulting gestures towards an authorised
officer who is exercising powers or carrying out duties or attempting to
do so; or

(e) impersonate or pretend to be an authorised officer or pretends to be a
person lawfully acting under an authorised officer’s orders or in aid of
an authorised officer.

(2) A person who contravenes subsection (1), commits an offence and upon
conviction is liable to a fine not exceeding $10,000 or to a term of
imprisonment not exceeding 12 months or to both.

Destroying, concealing, abandoning, discarding or tampering
with evidence

(1) No person shall knowingly destroy, conceal, abandon, discard, tamper with:
(a) a conveyance, including a vessel, aircraft or vehicle;
(b) fish, fishing gear, a net or any other item used on connection with
fishing or a related activity; or
(c) any record, document or any equipment or device containing any
record or document.

(2) A person who contravenes subsection (1), commits an offence and upon
conviction is liable to a fine not exceeding $10,000 or to a term of
imprisonment not exceeding 12 months or to both.

Offences by corporation

(1) Where an offence has been committed under this Act by a corporation, firm,
society or other body of persons, any person who at the time of the
commission of the offence was a director, manager, secretary, officer or a
partner of the corporation, firm, society or other body of persons or was
purporting to act in such capacity shall be guilty of that offence and shall be
liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly unless he or she
proves that:

(a) the offence was committed without his or her consent or collusion; and
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(b) he or she exercised all such diligence to prevent the commission of the
offence as he or she ought to have exercised, having regard to the
nature of his or her functions in that capacity and to all circumstances.

(2) Upon conviction, the court may impose:

(a) in the case of a corporation, firm, society or other body of persons, a
fine not exceeding $500,000; and

(b) in the case of a director, manager, secretary, officer or a partner of the
corporation, firm, society or other body of persons, a fine not exceeding
$50,000 or a term of imprisonment not exceeding 3 years or to both.
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PART 13 — LIABILITIES

Liability for loss, damage or costs incurred

)]

2

A person who commits an offence under this Act may, upon conviction and

in addition to any fine or penalty imposed on that person under this Act, be

held liable to the Republic for:

(a) any loss or damage caused by the offence, including loss or damage to
the ecosystem or to losses to biological value or amenity;

(b) any costs incurred in detecting, apprehending, investigating or
prosecuting the offence; and

(c) any costs incurred in detaining or seizing any property, fish, article or
object in respect of that offence.

The amount of compensation for such loss, damage or costs may be

awarded by the court as restitution in addition to and recovered in the same
manner as a fine.

Strict liability

ey
(@)

In a prosecution for any offence under this Act, it shall not be necessary for

the prosecution to prove that the defendant intended to commit the offence.

It may be a defence for the defendant to prove that where it is alleged that

anything:

(a) required to be done was not done, the defendant took all reasonable
steps to ensure that it was done; or

(b) prohibited was done, that the defendant took all reasonable steps to
ensure that it was not done.
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PART 14 — MISCELLANEOUS

Offence in community fisheries management area

The court may, in addition to a fine imposed under any other provision of this
Act, order that compensation in an amount not exceeding $50,000 be paid to the
district community where the offence was committed.

Information to public

(1) The Minister, the Chief Executive Officer, the Council and the Forum,
shall, where it is appropriate to do so, provide and disseminate reports and
other relevant information on their activities, including guidance, in such
form as is considered expedient, in connection with the implementation of
this Act.

(2) The Authority shall ensure the wide publication and dissemination of:
(a) all laws, rules and standards in relation to coastal fisheries and
aquaculture; and
(b) descriptions and maps of marine protected areas and coastal fisheries
management areas, including community fisheries management areas
and the rules applicable to them.

(3) The information under this Section shall be made available through any
reasonable means including digital or mass media.

Protection from liability

(1) The Government, Minister, Chief Executive Officer, Authority and
authorised officers shall not be liable for any loss or damage arising from or
be subject to any criminal prosecution and civil claims for the performance
of a function or duty or exercise of a power under this Act or any other
written law.

(2) A person referred to in subsection (1) is not personally liable to any action
or proceedings for any matter or act done or omitted to be done in good
faith in the exercise of any function, duty or power under this Act or any
regulations made under this Act.

Jurisdiction

(1) The District Court shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine all offences
under this Act and shall have the power to impose the full penalty or
punishment in respect of the offences under this Act.

(2) Despite any provision of any written law, an information or charge in
respect of any offence against this Act shall be laid within 2 years of the
commission of the offence.

Regulations

(1) The Cabinet may make regulations to prescribe all matters necessary or
convenient to give effect to this Act.

(2) Without limiting subsection (1), regulations may be made to:
(a) prescribe forms and fees;
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prescribe the licensing process;

provide for the type or class of fisher or fishing vessel;

provide for the means of determining the total allowable catch, the
maximum sustainable yield of fish, precautionary reference points, fish
species catch quotas, fish species size limits, fishery areas;

regulate the conduct of fishing and fisheries activities;

provide for marine protected areas;

determine sustainable conservation and management measures,
including the use of a particular type of vessel or gear, area of fishing
or type of fish to which a right may be subject;

regulate, control and manage research, surveys, study and education
regarding fish, fisheries resources and the coastal fisheries waters;
provide for the monitoring and surveillance of fishing and fishing
activities;

provide for the gathering, storing and use of information regarding
fishers or fishing vessels, fishing and fisheries activities;

provide for the furnishing of returns containing information in relation
to fishing, fisheries activities;

provide for any fees, charges, taxes, royalties, bonds or securities
payable in respect of any matter under this Act;

prescribe penalties not exceeding $10,000 for offences under any
regulations or offences under this Act for which no penalty is provided;
prescribe prohibited fishing methods or practices;

prescribe measures for the development and management of
aquaculture;

regulate or prohibit the use of aquaculture gear, devices and equipment;
prescribe the standards of operation of an aquaculture farm;

provide for the import, export, distribution and marketing of
aquaculture products, including live aquatic organism;

provide for statistical and other information related to aquaculture;
provide for matters relating to the control, inspection and monitoring of
aquaculture operations; or

provide for any other matter related to the management, development
and control of aquaculture.
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The Cabinet makes the following Regulations under Section 74 of the Coastal Fisheries
and Aquaculture Act 2020:

PART 1 — PRELIMINARY

1 Citation

These Regulations may be cited as the Coastal Fisheries and Aquaculture
Regulations 2026.

2 Commencement
These Regulations commence 12 months after the day they are notified in the
Gazette.

3 Interpretation

In these Regulations:

‘community fisheries management area’ means an area delineated under
Section 25 of the Act;

‘community fisheries management area plan’ means a plan adopted under
Section 27 of the Act;

‘community fisheries management committee’ means a committee registered
under Section 26 of the Act;

‘designated fisheries management area’ means an area declared as such under
Section 19 of the Act;

‘fishing gear’ means any equipment or device used or intended for the purpose
of catching fish and includes fishing lines, hooks, nets, spears, traps including
stone fish traps, reels or net haulers, whether they be manually, hydraulically or
otherwise assisted by mechanical or electrical including battery operated means;

‘fisheries waters’ has the same meaning as in the Fisheries Management
Act 2024,

‘net’ means a gillnet, driftnet, hand net, cast net, trammel net or any other sort
of net made of fabric of rope, chord, twine or other material knotted or woven
which is used for enmeshing or entangling any fish;

‘smmall vessel’ has the same meaning given to it under the Fisheries
Management Act 2024; and

‘young person’ means a person between the age of 18 and 34.
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PART 2 — COMMUNITY FISHERIES MANAGEMENT

Application for delineation of a community fisheries
management area

(1) A district community applying to the Minister under Section 25(1) of the
Act for the delineation of a community fisheries management area shall
apply in Form 1 of Schedule 1.

(2) The application shall include:

(a) proof of registration of the community fisheries management
committee in accordance with Section 26;

(b) the community fisheries management area plan approved by the
Minister under Section 27(4)(a) of the Act;

(c) the coordinates of the proposed community fisheries management area;
and

(d) any other relevant information as may be required by the Minister, in
consultation with the Chief Executive Officer.

Delineation of a community fisheries management area

(1) Where the Minister is satisfied that an application complies with the
requirements of the Act and these Regulations, the Minister shall:
(a) approve the application; and
(b) publish in the Gazette, the boundaries of the approved delineated
community fisheries management area.
(2) The Minister may alter the boundaries of a community fisheries
management area.
(3) Where the Minister alters the boundaries of a community fisheries
management area under subregulation (2), the Minister shall:
(a) do so in accordance with Section 25(3); and
(b) by notice publish the altered boundaries of the community fisheries
management area in the Gazette.

Marking of a community fisheries management area

The Authority shall clearly mark the boundaries of a community fisheries
management area published under Regulation 5 using:

(a) signs;

(b) posts;

(c) published notices;

(d) anchored or secured floats or buoys; or

(e) any other object which clearly marks the boundary.

Breach of a community fisheries management area plan

A person shall not breach a specified conservation or management measure
imposed under a community fisheries management area plan.

Functions of a community fisheries management committee

A community fisheries management committee shall in the performance of their
functions under Section 29 of the Act:
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keep a copy of the community fisheries management area plan;

ensure that all district community members are given the opportunity to be
involved in the preparation of the community fisheries management area
plan;

organise consultations with relevant stakeholders who may be affected by
or have an interest in the community fisheries management area plan;
keep the community informed of the status of the community fisheries
management area plan and implementation progress by holding regular
meetings;

take appropriate measures to raise public awareness of the community
fisheries management area plan; and

cooperate with authorised officers in enforcing the plan.

Training of persons appointed by committee to monitor
fisheries management area

The Authority shall provide training to persons appointed under Section 29(2) of
the Act.

Membership of a community fisheries management committee

A community fisheries management committee shall consist of 7 members
nominated by the district community, as follows:

(a)
(b)

a Chairperson;
3 representatives of persons who are known in the district community for
fishing;

(c) 3 representatives which shall include:

(i) 1 woman; and
(i) 1 young person.
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PART 3 — COASTAL FISHING LICENCE

Non-Nauruan citizen shall hold a coastal fishing licence

(1) A non-Nauruan citizen intending to engage in fishing in fisheries waters,
shall apply for:
(a) a coastal fishing licence issued under this Part; or
(b) a game fishing licence or research permit issued under the Fisheries
Regulations 1998.

(2) A non-Nauruan shall not engage in fishing in fisheries waters where he or
she does not hold a valid licence required under subregulation (1).

(3) A non-Nauruan citizen who is below the age of 13 is exempt from the
requirements of subregulations (1) and (2).

Fishing in designated fisheries management area, community
fisheries management area prohibited

(1) Subject to subregulation (2), a person shall not conduct fishing in the
following areas:
(a) a designated fisheries management area; or
(b) a community fisheries management area.

(2) A person may conduct fishing in the areas referred to in subregulation (1)
where it is:
(a) permitted under a community fisheries management plan; or
(b) for the purpose of a research permit issued under Regulation 32 of the
Fisheries Regulations 1998.

Application for a coastal fishing licence

(1) An application for a coastal fishing licence shall be in Form 1 of Schedule
2, and accompanied with the prescribed fee.
(2) An application under this Part shall be accompanied by the following
documentation:
(a) a copy of the applicant’s passport or other identification document;
(b) a small vessel registration certificate issued under the Fisheries
Regulations 1998, as applicable; and
(c) any other document that may be required by the Chief Executive
Officer.

Grant, refusal, suspension or cancellation of coastal fishing
licence

(1) Where the Chief Executive Officer is satisfied that an application complies
with the requirements of the Act and these Regulations, he or she shall grant
the licence.

(2) The licence granted under subregulation (1) shall be in Form 2 of
Schedule 2.

(3) The Chief Executive Officer may refuse to grant or renew a licence, suspend
or cancel a licence where:
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(a) a material misrepresentation, omission or misstatement of fact has been
made in the application;

(b) the Chief Executive Officer has reasonable grounds to suspect that there
has been a contravention of or a failure to comply with, a condition of
the licence; or

(c) the prescribed fee has not been paid.

(4) Where the Chief Executive Officer:

(a) refuses to grant or renew a licence, he or she shall do so in Form 3 of
Schedule 2; or

(b) suspends or cancels a licence, he or she shall do so in Form 5 of
Schedule 2.

Fees

The fee payable for the issue or renewal of a coastal fishing licence is set out in
Schedule 5.

Licence conditions

A licence issued under this Part shall be subject to the following conditions:

(a) aholder of a licence shall not take fish from any reef or invertebrate bed in
any area in respect of which a traditional right of any Nauruan person
which has been registered under any written law;

(b) a licence expires on the date specified in the licence; and

(c) alicence shall not be transferred to another person.

Notice before suspension or cancelation of licence

Before suspending or cancelling a licence, the Chief Executive Officer shall

serve a notice in Form 4 of Schedule 2 on the licence holder:

(a) advising of the intention to suspend or cancel the licence;

(b) advising of the reasons for the intended suspension or cancellation; and

(c) informing the holder of the licence, that he or she may within 14 days from
the date of notification, make written or oral representations as to why the
authorisation should not be suspended or cancelled.

[The next page is 68,801]
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PART 4 — FISH PROCESSING ESTABLISHMENT AUTHORISATION

Prohibition to operate a fish processing establishment

(1) A person shall not operate a fish processing establishment unless he or she
holds an authorisation issued under this Part.

(2) A person shall not breach any condition imposed under an authorisation
issued under this Part.

Application

(1) For the purposes of Section 64, an application for authorisation to operate a
fish processing establishment shall be;
(a) in Form 1 of Schedule 3; and
(b) made only by a Nauruan citizen.

(2) An application under this Part shall be accompanied with:

(a) the applicant’s identification document;

(b) a full description of the premises including a plan of the premises;

(c) a list of equipment to be used;

(d) a description of the construction and maintenance standards and
sanitation facilities;

(e) the applicant’s business licence;

(f) the prescribed fee; and

(g) any other document that may be required by the Chief Executive
Officer.

Grant, refusal, suspension or cancellation of authorisation

(1) Where the Chief Executive Officer is satisfied that an application complies
with the requirements of the Act and these Regulations, he or she shall grant
the authorisation.

(2) The authorisation granted under subregulation (1) shall be in Form 2 of
Schedule 3.

(3) The Chief Executive Officer may refuse to grant or renew, suspend or cancel
an authorisation where:

(a) a material misrepresentation, omission or misstatement of fact has been
made in the application for the authorisation;

(b) the Chief Executive Officer has reasonable grounds to suspect that there
has been a contravention of or a failure to comply with, a condition of
the authorisation; or

(c) the required fee has not been paid.

(4) Where the Chief Executive Officer refuses to grant or renew, suspends or
cancels an authorisation, he or she shall do so in Form 5 of Schedule 3.

Fees

The fee payable for the grant or renewal of an authorisation to operate a fish
processing establishment is provided under Schedule 5.
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22 Authorisation conditions

(1) A holder of an authorisation shall:

(a) ensure that all operations are in compliance with management measures
and prohibitions specified under these Regulations and other relevant
written laws;

(b) allow access for the inspection of premises used for the fish processing
establishment, the subject of an authorisation issued under this Part;

(c) establish, maintain and keep accurate records which shall be provided
to the Chief Executive Officer in Form 4 of Schedule 3;

(d) notify the Chief Executive Officer of any change in the information
provided in the application within 7 days from the date of the change.

(2) An authorisation granted, shall be valid for 12 months, from the date it is
granted.

23 Notice before suspension or cancelation of authorisation
Before suspending or cancelling an authorisation, the Chief Executive Officer
shall serve a notice in Form 3 of Schedule 3 on the holder of the authorisation:
(a) advising of the intention to suspend or cancel the authorisation and of the
reasons for the intended suspension or cancellation; and

(b) allowing the holder of the authorisation, within 14 days from the date of
notification, to make written or oral representations as to why the
authorisation should not be cancelled.
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PART 5 — COMMERICAL AQUACULTURE EXPORT LICENCE

Aquaculture export in accordance with commercial
aquaculture export licence

(1) A person is prohibited from exporting aquaculture products for commercial
purposes unless he or she holds a commercial aquaculture export licence
issued under this Part.

(2) A person shall not breach any condition imposed under a licence issued
under this Part.

Application for commercial aquaculture export licence

(1) A person intending to commercially export aquaculture products, shall
apply for a licence in Form 1 of Schedule 4.
(2) A person may only be eligible to apply for a licence where he or she is a
Nauruan citizen.
(3) An application under this Part shall be accompanied with:
(a) the applicant’s identification document;
(b) a full description of the premises including a plan of the premises;
(c) a list of equipment to be used;
(d) a description of the construction and maintenance standards and
sanitation facilities;
(e) the applicant’s business licence;
(f) the prescribed fee; and
(g) any other document that may be required by the Chief Executive
Officer.

Grant, refusal, suspension or cancellation of licence

(1) Where the Chief Executive Officer is satisfied that an application complies
with the requirements of the Act and these Regulations, he or she shall grant
the licence.

(2) The licence granted under subregulation (1) shall be in Form 2 of
Schedule 4.

(3) The Chief Executive Officer may refuse to grant or renew, suspend or cancel
a licence where:

(a) a material misrepresentation, omission or misstatement of fact has been
made in the application for the licence;

(b) the Chief Executive Officer has reasonable grounds to suspect that there
has been a contravention of or a failure to comply with, a condition of
the licence; or

(c) the required fee has not been paid.

(4) Where the Chief Executive Officer refuses to grant or renew, suspends or
cancels a licence, he or she shall do so in Form 5 of Schedule 4.

Fees

The fees payable for the issue or renewal of a licence to commercially export
aquaculture products are provided under Schedule 5.
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Licence conditions

A licence holder shall:

(a) ensure that all operations comply with these Regulations and other relevant
written laws;

(b) be able to demonstrate that the exported aquaculture product meets any
food safety and biosecurity requirements under any written law;

(c) allow access for the inspection of premises used for the production of
aquaculture products;

(d) establish, maintain and keep accurate records of the aquaculture processed
for export and provide information relating to such record to the Chief
Executive Officer in Form 4 of Schedule 4; and

(e) notify the Chief Executive Officer of any change in the information
provided in the application within 7 days from the date of the change.

Notice before suspension or cancellation of licence

Before suspending or cancelling a licence, the Chief Executive Officer shall

serve a notice in Form 3 of Schedule 4 on the licence holder:

(a) advising of the intention to suspend or cancel the licence and of the reasons
for the intended suspension or cancellation; and

(b) allowing the licence holder, within 14 days from the date of notification, to
make written or oral representations as to why the licence should not be
suspended or cancelled.

Requirements for commercial aquaculture products export

(1) Any person exporting aquaculture products for commercial purposes shall
ensure that:

(a) the aquaculture product is derived from an authorised fish processing
establishment or any other approved facility as prescribed in Part 4 of
these Regulations;

(b) the aquaculture product has been properly preserved by freezing,
chilling, salting, canning, drying, dehydrating or other approved
method;

(c) the aquaculture product is appropriately packaged and is in good order
and condition at the time when it is placed onboard the ship or aircraft
for export;

(d) the aquaculture product is not from the prohibited species list provided
in Schedule 9;

(e) the aquaculture product to be exported has been declared by the
licensed exporter to the Authority in Form 6 of Schedule 4; and

(f) the aquaculture product has been inspected by an authorised officer and
is issued an export certificate signed and stamped by the authorised
officer certifying that the aquaculture product meets the provisions of
this regulations and is fit for the intended purpose.

(2) A person who contravenes subregulation (1) commits an offence and shall
be liable upon conviction to pay a fine not exceeding $5,000.

Aquaculture products export for personal consumption

(1) Subject to subregulation (2) a person travelling out of the Republic may
export aquaculture products, for personal consumption.
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(2) The aquaculture products exported under subregulation (1) shall not exceed
15 kilograms.
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PART 6 — RESERVED LIST

Minister may publish reserved list

The Minister may by Notice published in the Gazette, prescribe a list of species
which shall be deemed the reserved list.

Reserved list only for Nauruan citizens

(1) A species that is prescribed in the reserved list may only be fished by
Nauruan citizens.

(2) Notwithstanding subregulation (2), a species on the reserved list may be
fished by a non-Nauruan citizen for the purposes of a licence granted under
Part 5.

(3) A person shall not breach the requirements of this regulation.
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PART 7 — PROHIBITED AND DESTRUCTIVE FISHING METHODS

Breaking and removal of corals, rocks and rubble

(1) Subject to subregulation (2), a person shall not deploy fishing methods that
results in the breaking or removal of corals, rocks and rubble from the
coastal marine area.

(2) The Minister may authorise the use of methods resulting in the breaking or
removal of corals, rocks and rubble from the coastal marine area, for the
purpose of coastal construction and engineering projects or other approved
reason.

Disposal of rubbish and waste in coastal marine area

A person shall not dispose of rubbish or waste in any form in the coastal
fisheries waters.
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PART 8 — RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF FISHING NETS

Use of nets

(1) A person shall not use in any coastal fisheries water, any net other than hand
nets, wading gillnets and cast nets.

(2) A person shall not set in the coastal fisheries water a fishing net and leave
it unattended.

(3) A person shall not use gillnets or cast nets inside the Boat Harbour in
Denigomodu-Aiwo or in the Anibare Boat Harbour.

Stretched mesh measurement for nets

For the purposes of these Regulations, the mesh size of a fishing net shall be
measured on a wet net as the length of a whole stretched mesh, by taking 2
diagonally opposing knots of the mesh and drawing them apart until the
remaining 2 knots just touch each other as provided under Schedule 6.

Mesh of cast nets

A person shall not use for fishing any cast net with a mesh smaller than 30 mm
or 1.25 inches.

Nets for sardines and other bait fish

(1) A person shall not use for fishing sardines and other types of bait fish any
net with a mesh smaller than 30 mm or 1.25 inches and the overall
dimensions shall not exceed 10.5m or 35 feet measured along the cork line
and 1.5m or 5 feet from the cork line to the ground rope.

(2) The measurement specified in subregulation (1) shall be applied to a net that
is wet and stretched.

(3) A person shall not join two or more such nets together.

(4) A person shall not use such nets to take fish other than sardines or other
types of bait fish.

Wading gillnets and other nets

(1) A person shall not use for fishing any wading gillnets or any other net not
specifically mentioned in these Regulations with a mesh of less than 50 mm
or 2 inches.

(2) A person shall not use for fishing any wading gillnets or any other net with
overall dimensions exceeding 100 m or 328 feet measured along the cork
line and 1.5 m or 5 feet from the cork line to the ground rope.

(3) The measurement specified in subregulations (1) and (2) shall be applied to
a net that is wet and stretched.

(4) A person shall not join two or more such nets together.

(5) This Regulation shall not apply to nets used for the purpose of aquaculture
in inland ponds.
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PART 9 — CATCH RESTRICTIONS AND SIZE LIMITS

Restrictions relating to finfish

(1) A person shall not kill, take, possess, sell or offer or expose for sale any
finfish listed in Schedule 7 where such are less than the length set out in
Schedule 7.

(2) The finfish shall be measured as specified in Diagram 1 of Schedule 8.

(3) Subregulation (1) shall not apply to fish caught by a child under the age of
12 where such fish are caught with hook and line from the shore or near the
shore.

(4) Any fish caught by a child under the age of 12 as permitted under
subregulation (3) shall not be sold.

Restrictions relating to gastropods

A person shall not kill, take, possess or sell any gastropod species listed in
Schedule 7 which is less than the specified measurements in Schedule 7.

Restrictions relating to lobsters

(1) A person shall not kill, take, possess or sell any spiny rock lobster of the
genus Panulirus with a carapace length of less than 100 mm or 3.9 inches
measured from the base of the horns to the rear edge of the carapace as
provided in for in Diagram 2 of Schedule 8.

(2) A person shall not sell or offer or expose for sale a separated tail of a spiny
rock lobster of the genus Panulirus with a length of less than 140 mm or 5.5
inches as measured from the first tail segment to the tip of the tail.

(3) A person shall not kill, take, possess or sell any slipper lobster of the genus
Parribacus with a total length when laid flat of less than 150mm or 5.9
inches as provided for in Diagram 2 of Schedule 8.

(4) A person shall not kill, take, possess, sell or offer or expose for sale any
egg-bearing or soft-shelled specimen of spiny rock lobster of the genus
Panulirus or any slipper lobster of the genus Parribacus.

Restrictions relating to sea urchins

A person, shall not kill, take, possess or sell any sea urchin species of the family
Echinoidea that are found in coastal fisheries waters, beyond the permitted quota
per person per day as specified in Schedule 7.

Restrictions relating to beche de mer

A person shall not kill, take, possess, sell or offer or expose for sale, or export
for commercial purposes any species of sea cucumbers of the class
Holothuroidea that are found in coastal fisheries waters.

Imported seafood

(1) A person shall not be liable to any penalties under these Regulations for
species of fish that are imported.

69,801 Service 5



LAWS OF THE REPUBLIC OF NAURU reg 46

(2) The onus shall be on the person to prove that species regulated under these
Regulations in his or her possession, are imported.
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PART 10 — PROHIBITED FISH SPECIES

Restrictions relating to giant clams

No person shall kill, take, possess, sell or offer or expose for sale any of the

giant clam species that are listed in Schedule 9, either alive, dead or in any other
form.

Restrictions relating to sea turtles

(1) All species of sea turtles that are found in coastal fisheries waters shall be
protected.
(2) No person shall:
(a) kill, take, possess, sell or offer or expose for sale any sea turtles;
(b) dig up, use, destroy, take, possess, sell or offer or expose for sale any
sea turtle eggs;
(c) disturb sea turtles when they are nesting; or
(d) kill or take any sea turtles while they are onshore or in the Anibare
Harbour, the main Boat Harbour and any other shorelines where the sea
turtles may be found.
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PART 11 — EXEMPTIONS

Exemptions by public officers

The Minister may, in writing, exempt the Chief Executive Officer or any person
appointed by the Chief Executive Officer, from any of the provisions of these
Regulations for the purpose of fisheries research and investigation, as
appropriate.

Exemptions for aquaculture

Parts 8 and 9 shall not apply to aquaculture products or to aquatic organisms
obtained from aquaculture.
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PART 12 — PENALTIES

General penalties

Unless otherwise specified, a person who contravenes any of the provisions of
these Regulations commits an offence and upon conviction shall be liable to a
fine not exceeding $5,000.

Prescribed fixed penalty offence

For the purposes of Section 54(2) of the Act, offences provided under these
Regulations shall be deemed a prescribed fixed penalty offence.

Prescribed penalty

For the purpose of Regulation 52, the prescribed fixed penalty for the breach of
any provision under these Regulations is $100 for each respective alleged
offence.

Fixed penalty notice

(1) A police officer or an authorised officer may serve a fixed penalty notice in
Form 1 of Schedule 10, to a person who commits an offence under
Regulation 51.

(2) A person who refuses to accept the notice served under subregulation (1)
commits an offence and is liable upon to conviction to pay a fine not
exceeding $5,000.

(3) The person served with a fixed penalty notice under these Regulations shall
pay the penalty within 14 days of notification.

(4) In default of payment within the time specified under subregulation (3), the
person served commits an offence and shall be liable upon conviction to a
fine not exceeding $5,000.

(5) Where the amount notified under a fixed penalty notice is paid within the
prescribed time, the person served shall not be liable to any further
proceedings for the alleged offence.
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SCHEDULE 1

REPUBLIC OF NAURU
COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ACT 2020

[Section 25; Regulation 4]
APPLICATION FOR THE DELINEATION OF A COMMUNITY FISHERIES

MANAGEMENT AREA
To Hon. Minister (insert), M.P.
(District Community of )

1 We the (District Community of ) make this application for the approval for the

delineation of the District Management Area.
2 In support of this application we confirm that the requisite documents are attached as

follows:
Proof of registration of the community fisheries management committee *
Proposed community fisheries management area plan *
Description of the boundaries of the proposed fisheries management area *

* Tick to confirm you have attached the relevant document

NOTE: The Minister may request for further information.
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SCHEDULE 2

FORM 1

REPUBLIC OF NAURU
COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ACT 2020

[Section 74; Regulation 13]
APPLICATION FOR COASTAL FISHING LICENCE

Name | | Country of Origin |

Residential address in Nauru |

Visa No. | | Visa Type | | Visa Expiry Date

Intended fishing method to be used: (Please describe)

Area to fish: (Describe)

Target species (List)

Permit Duration: Day(s) / Month(s)

I declare that the above information is true, complete and correct. I understand I am required to
report immediately to the Chief Executive Officer of the Nauru Fisheries Authority any changes
to the information given on this form and I further understand that failure to do so may render
me liable to prosecution.

Full name (print). . .. ............. e
Signature. . .. .............

This application is to be forwarded to the Chief Executive Officer, Nauru Fisheries & Marine
Resources Authority at the address below and is to be accompanied by the following:

(a) copy of passport and visa;
(b) the prescribed fee;

(c) small vessel registration certificate issued under the Fisheries Regulations 1998 (where
applicable); and

(d) any other document as required by the Chief Executive Officer.
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Chief Executive Officer
Nauru Fisheries & Marine Resources Authority
Anibare Harbour

*NOTE: The Chief Executive Officer may require further information to be provided.
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FORM 2

REPUBLIC OF NAURU

COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ACT 2020

[Section 74; Regulation 14(1) and (2)]
COASTAL FISHING LICENCE

This fishing licence is only valid for the holder to fish in the fishing area, using the fishing methods
and for the target species as prescribed below over the period specified.

Fishing Licence
No:

Date of Issue

Name

Address:

Fishing Area

Fishing Method(s)

Target Fish Species

Specified period
from

From

To:

Chief Executive Officer:

made under it.

Conditions of licence:

(a) The licence holder shall recognise and agree to comply with all laws of the Republic,
including and in particular the Coastal Fisheries and Aquaculture Act 2020 and Regulations

(b) The licence holder must not engage in any commercial fishing activities or sell, barter, trade
or export any of the fish or marine resources caught.

(c) A holder of a licence shall not take fish from any reef or invertebrate bed in any area in
respect of which a traditional right of any Nauruan person which has been registered under
any written law.

(d) The licence expires on the date specified on the licence.
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(e) The licence holder needs to have the licence to show any fisheries enforcement officer upon
request.

(f) The licence is not transferable.
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FORM 3 COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE REGULATIONS 2026

FORM 3

REPUBLIC OF NAURU
COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ACT 2020

[Section 74; Regulation 14(4)(a)]
REFUSAL OF APPLICATION FOR COASTAL FISHING LICENCE

Name of applicant
Address of applicant
Your application for a coastal fishing licence is refused.

The reason(s) for the refusal of your application are set out below*:

(a) a material misrepresentation, omission or misstatement of fact has been made in the
application for the licence; or

(b) the required fee has not been paid.

*Delete or include (a)—(b) as appropriate.
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REPUBLIC OF NAURU
COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ACT 2020

[Section 74; Regulation 17]

NOTICE BEFORE SUSPENSION / CANCELLATION OF COASTAL FISHING
LICENCE

Name of licence holder

Address of licence holder

You are hereby advised of the intention to suspend / cancel your coastal fishing licence.

application for the authorisation;

(c) the required fee has not been paid.

licence should not be suspended / cancelled.

The reason (s) of the intended suspension / cancellation is set out below*:
(a) a material misrepresentation, omission or misstatement of fact has been made in the

(b) we have reasonable grounds to suspect that you have contravened or failed to comply
with, a condition(s) of the authorisation; or

You are permitted 14 days* to provide to the Authority, reasons as to why the coastal fishing

* delete or include (a)—(c) as appropriate.

* 14 days is counted from the date after the Notice is received.

Chief Executive Officer:
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FORM 5

REPUBLIC OF NAURU
COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ACT 2020

[Section 74; Regulation 14(4)(b)]
SUSPENSION / CANCELLATION OF COASTAL FISHING LICENCE

Name of licence holder

Address of licence holder
You are hereby notified that your licence has been suspended* / cancelled*.

* Where the licence is suspended, provide the duration of the suspension and any other
remedial actions to be taken (if any).

Chief Executive Officer: Date
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SCHEDULE 3

FORM 1

REPUBLIC OF NAURU
COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ACT 2020

[Section 64; Regulation 19]

APPLICATION FOR AUTHORISATION TO OPERATE A FISH PROCESSING
ESTABLISHMENT

Name of applicant
(body corporate to
provide name and
registration
certificate)

Address of
applicant

Name of premises

Address of
proposed premises

Telephone Email

Status of use of | Owned Lessee Other
premises (Tick as Specify
appropriate) | | |

Name of landlord (if
applicable)

Address of landlord
(if applicable)

Telephone Email

Species of fish to be
processed (Provide
list)

Sources of supply

Nature of
processing
operation

Number of persons to be|Men Women
employed for the fish
processing establishment
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Please provide the following:

applicant’s identification document;

full description of the premises including a plan of the premises;

list of equipment to be used;

a description of the construction and maintenance standards and sanitation facilities;
business licence;

fee; and

g. any other document that may be required by the Chief Executive Officer.

I declare that the above information is true, complete and correct. I understand I am required to
report immediately to the Chief Executive Officer, Nauru Fisheries Authority, any changes to the
information given on this form and I further understand that failure to do so may render me liable
to prosecution.

e e T

Full Name (Print)

This application is to be forwarded to the Chief Executive Officer, Nauru Fisheries & Marine
Resources Authority at the address below:

Chief Executive Officer Telephone: (674) 557 3733

Nauru Fisheries & Marine Resources Authority
Anibare Harbour
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FORM 2 COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE REGULATIONS 2026

REPUBLIC OF NAURU
COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ACT 2020

[Section 64; Regulation 20(1) and (2)]

GRANT OF AUTHORISATION TO OPERATE A FISH PROCESSING
ESTABLISHMENT

Name of applicant

Address of applicant

Your application for an authorisation to operate a fish processing establishment is granted.

(a)
(b)

(©

(d)

The following conditions shall apply to your authorisation:

all operations must be in compliance with management measures and prohibitions
specified under these Regulations and to other relevant written laws;

access must be permitted for the inspection of premises used for storing and processing
fish or fish products to authorised fisheries officers and health inspectors, for certification
in meeting the minimum requirements for high quality processing, hygiene and food
safety;

accurate records must be maintained of the quantity and type of fish processed and all
related information on the processing activity. These records must be provided to the Chief
Executive Officer, including in accordance with regulation 45 of the Fisheries
Regulations 1998 and these Regulations;

notify the Chief Executive Officer of any change in the information set out in the
application or in the authorisation as soon as practical and in any case not later than 7 days
from the date of the change.

This

authorisation |  ....... /oo, 20. . to | ... /... 20 ..
is valid from

Chief Executive Officer: Date
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REPUBLIC OF NAURU
COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ACT 2020

[Section 64; Regulation 23]
NOTICE BEFORE SUSPENSION / CANCELLATION OF AUTHORISATION

Name of authorisation
holder

Address of authorisation
holder

You are hereby advised of the intention to suspend / cancel your authorisation.
The reason (s) of the intended suspension / cancellation is set out below*:

(a) a material misrepresentation, omission or misstatement of fact has been made in the
application for the authorisation;

(b) we have reasonable grounds to suspect that you have contravened or failed to comply
with, a condition(s) of the authorisation; or

(c) the required fee has not been paid.

You are permitted 14 days* to provide to the Authority, reasons as to why the authorisation
should not be suspended / cancelled.

* delete or include (a)—(c) as appropriate.

* 14 days is counted from the date after the Notice is received.

Chief Executive Officer: Date
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COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE REGULATIONS 2026

REPUBLIC OF NAURU

FORM 4

COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ACT 2020

[Section 64; Regulation 22(1)(c)]

RECORD OF QUANTITY AND TYPE OF FISH PROCESSED

Name of authorisation holder

Address of authorisation holder

Authorisation number

Date Fish were caught

Common Name of Fish

Scientific Name of Fish | Number of Fish caught

Total Weight of fish caught (kg)

Processing  method  (frozen,
whole, frozen gilled and gutted,
fillet, chunked, dried, smoked,
cooked

(Any other relevant information)

Name and Signature:

71,005
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REPUBLIC OF NAURU
COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ACT 2020

[Section 64; Regulation 20(4)]

REFUSAL OF APPLICATION OR RENEWAL / SUSPENSION / CANCELLATION OF
AUTHORISATION

Name authorisationion holder

Address authorisationion holder

(A) Use for refusal of application or renewal
Your application for an authorisation to operate a fish processing establishment is refused.
The reason(s) for the refusal of your application are set out below*:

(a) a material misrepresentation, omission or misstatement of fact has been made in the
application for the authorisation; or

(b) the required fee has not been paid.
*Delete or include (a)—(b) as appropriate.
(B) Use for suspension/cancellation
You are hereby notified that your authorisation has been suspended* / cancelled*.

* Where the authorisation is suspended, provide the duration of the suspension and any other
remedial actions to be taken.

Chief Executive Officer Date

[The next page is 71,101]
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SCHEDULE 4

FORM 1

REPUBLIC OF NAURU
COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ACT 2020

[Section 64; Regulation 25]

APPLICATION FOR LICENCE TO COMMERCIALLY EXPORT AQUACULTURE

PRODUCTS
Name of applicant
(corporation to
provide name and
registration
certificate)
Address of
applicant
Company address
(if different from
above)
Telephone Email
Status of wuse of|Owned Lessee Other  |...........
premises (Tick as Specify
appropriate)
Name of landlord (if
applicable)
Address of landlord
(if applicable)
Telephone Email
Fish and  Fish
products to  be
exported  (Provide
list)
Processing
Establishment
Sources
Nature of
processing
operation
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Number of persons to be|Men Women
employed for the fish
processing establishment

Please provide the following:

applicant’s identification document;

full description of the premises including a plan of the premises;

list of equipment to be used;

a description of the construction and maintenance standards and sanitation facilities;
business licence;

fee; and

g. any other document that may be required by the Chief Executive Officer.

I declare that the above information is true, complete and correct. I understand I am required to
report immediately to the Chief Executive Officer, Nauru Fisheries Authority, any changes to the
information given on this form and I further understand that failure to do so may render me liable
to prosecution.

e e T

Full Name (Print)

This application is to be forwarded to the Chief Executive Officer, Nauru Fisheries & Marine
Resources Authority at the address below:

Chief Executive Officer

Nauru Fisheries & Marine Resources Authority
Anibare Harbour
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FORM 2 COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE REGULATIONS 2026

REPUBLIC OF NAURU
COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ACT 2020

[Section 64; Regulation 26(1) and (2)]
GRANT OF COMMERCIAL AQUACULTURE EXPORT LICENCE

Name of applicant

Address of applicant

Your application for a licence to commercially export aquaculture products is granted.

(@)

(b)

()

(d)

©)

The following conditions shall apply to your authorisation:

all operations must be in compliance with management measures and prohibitions
specified under these Regulations and to other relevant written laws;

be able to demonstrate that the exported aquaculture product meets food safety and
biosecurity requirements under any written law;

access must be permitted for the inspection of premises used for storing and processing
aquaculture products to authorised fisheries officers and health inspectors, for certification
in meeting the minimum requirements for high quality processing, hygiene and food
safety;

accurate records must be maintained of the quantity and type of fish processed and all
related information on the processing activity. These records must be provided to the Chief
Executive Officer, including in accordance with regulation 45 of the Fisheries Regulations
1998 and these Regulations;

notify the Chief Executive Officer of any change in the information set out in the
application or in the licence as soon as practical and in any case not later than 7 days from
the date of the change.

This

authorisation
is valid from | ...... [ 20. ... to [....... /oo 20. ...,
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REPUBLIC OF NAURU
COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ACT 2020

[Section 64; Regulation 29]
NOTICE BEFORE SUSPENSION / CANCELLATION OF LICENCE

Name of licence holder

Address of licence holder

You are hereby advised of the intention to suspend / cancel your licence.

The reason (s) of the intended suspension / cancellation is set out below*:

(a) a material misrepresentation, omission or misstatement of fact has been made in the
application for the licence;

(b) we have reasonable grounds to suspect that you have contravened or failed to comply
with, a condition(s) of the licence; or

(c) the required fee has not been paid.

You are permitted 14 days* to provide to the Authority, reasons as to why the licence should
not be suspended / cancelled.

* delete or include (a)—(c) as appropriate.
* 14 days is counted from the date after the Notice is received.

Chief Executive Officer: Date
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FORM 4

REPUBLIC OF NAURU
COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ACT 2020

[Section 64; Regulation 28(d)]
RECORD OF QUANTITY AND TYPE OF AQUACULTURE PRODUCT

Name of licence holder

Address of licence holder

Licence number

Date Fish were caught

Common Name of Fish Scientific Name of Fish | Number of Fish caught

Total Weight of fish caught (kg)
Processing method  (frozen,
whole, frozen gilled and gutted,
fillet, chunked, dried, smoked,
cooked

(Any other relevant information)

Name and Signature: Date
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REPUBLIC OF NAURU
COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ACT 2020

[Section 64; Regulation 26(5)]

REFUSAL OF GRANT OR RENEWAL / SUSPENSION / CANCELLATION OF
LICENCE

Name licence holder
Address licence holder

(A) Use for refusal of application or renewal
Your application for a licence to commercially export aquaculture products is refused.
The reason(s) for the refusal of your application are set out below*:

(a) a material misrepresentation, omission or misstatement of fact has been made in the
application for the licence: or

(b) the required fee has not been paid.

*Delete or include (a)—(b) as appropriate.

(B) Use for suspension/cancellation

You are hereby notified that your authorisation has been suspended* / cancelled*.

* Where the authorisation is suspended, provide the duration of the suspension and any other
remedial actions to be taken.

Chief Executive Officer Date
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COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE REGULATIONS 2026

REPUBLIC OF NAURU

FORM 6

COASTAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ACT 2020

[Section 74; Regulation 30(1)(e)]

DECLARATION FORM FOR COMMERCIAL AQUACULTURE PRODUCT EXPORTS

[Please send completed form to: Chief Executive Officer, NFMRA, Anibare]

Name of exporter

Date of shipment

Address of Exporter

Export Licence Number

Fish Processing Establishment
Authorisation No(s)

List if more than 1 source

Port of shipment | Vessel/Carrier |

Address of landlord (if

applicable)

Telephone | Email |

Common/Scientific| Product No. of | Total weight (kg) | Export F.O.B
Name Description pieces Destination | Value ($)

Export Declaration:

The products described in the table above was/were caught, harvested, handles and processed in
accordance with the requirements of the Fisheries Act 1997, the Coastal Fisheries and
Aquaculture Act 2020, their accompanying regulations and other applicable written laws of

Nauru.

Signature of Consignee/Exporter:

Dated:
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For Official Use only: The listed products were inspected and are certified to meet the
requirements of this regulations by:

Name of Inspector: Signature:
Date:

[The next page is 71,201]
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SCHEDULE 5

[Regulations 14, 15, 19, 21, 25 and 27]

FEES AND CHARGES

Class of Authorisation Fee Period of Validity
Coastal fishing licence 10 3 days
$20 Per week
$35 1 month
$50 12 months
Fish Processing Establishment $100 Annual
Authorisation
Commercial Aquaculture Export Licence $150 Annual
Fish Export Permit $2.50 Per consignment
Inspection of premises for issuance or $50 Per visit
renewal of licence
Overtime work (outside working hours)
Weekdays $25 an hour Up to a maximum of
$100
Saturdays (double $50 an hour Up to a maximum of
time) $150
Sundays  (double $62.50 an hour Up to a maximum of
time and a half) $200
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SCHEDULE 6
[Regulation 37]

HOW TO MEASURE NET MESH SIZES

I o |
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SCHEDULE 7

[Regulation 41, 42, 44]

MINIMUM SIZE LIMITS FOR FISH BY SPECIES

Finfish
Common Family Local Scientific Name |Minimum Size type
English Name Name Size
(mm)
Convict Acanthuridae | Eweo Acanthurus 130 Fork Length
surgeonfish triostegus
Stripped Acanthuridae | Iwiyi Acanthurus 130 Fork Length
surgeonfish lineatus
Jighfin Kyphosidae Iyibawo | Kyphosus 200 Fork Length
drummerfish cineracens
Lowfin Hyphosidae Iyibawo | Kyphosus 200 Fork Length
drummerfish vaigiensis
Darkfin hind Serranidae Emwange | Cephalopholis 220 Total Length
urodeta
Tomato hind Serranidae Eanepe Cephalopholis 250 Total Length
sonnerati
Coral hind Serranidae lanit Cephalopholis 210 Total Length
miniata
Foursaddle Serranidae Tuwuro Epinephelus 230 Total Length
grouper spilotoceps
Bigscale soldier | Holocentridae | Emon Myripristis 200 Fork Length
fish berndti
Tahitian Holocentridae | Eretebo | Sargocentron 230 Fork Length
squirrelfish tiere
Tailspot Holocentridae | Ebo Sargocentron 200 Fork Length
squirrelfish caudimaculatum
Bluestripe Lutjanidae Earata Lutjanus kasmira 250 Fork Length
snapper
Dusky rabbitfish | Siganidae Eaeor Siganus 200 Fork Length
fuscescens
Fringelip mullet | Mugilidae Eweo Crenimugil 200 Fork Length
crenilabis
Gastropod
Common Family Local | Scientific Name | Minimum Other Quotas
Name Name Total Minimum | (pieces/
Length | Measures day)
(mm) (mm)
Spider Strombidae Lambis lambis 200mm 13mm NA
conch shell lip
thickness
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Sch 7

Turban Turbo setosus T. 60mm NA NA
snails argyrostomus
Sea urchins | Echinoidea Echinometra NA NA 10
mathaei
Echinothrix
diadema
Surf redfish | Actinopyga Actinopyga NA NA 5
mauritiana
Black Holothuria Holothuria atra NA NA 10
lollyfish
All other | Actinopyga, All others found NA NA 5 each
sea Holothuria, in Nauru
cucumber | Bohadschia,
species Stichopus
Spiny Palinuridae Panulirus NA 100mm NA
Lobster penicillatus carapace
length
Slipper Scyllaridae Parribacus 160mm NA NA
lobster caledonicus (when laid
flat)
[The next page is 71,501]
Service 5 71 ,402



SCHEDULE 8
[Regulation 41(2), 43(3)]

DIAGRAM 1 — HOW TO MEASURE FINFISH
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SCHEDULE 9

PROHIBITED FISH SPECIES

[Regulation 47]

Common English Name Family Local Name Scientific Name

Giant clam Cardiidae Earinbawo Tridacna gigas

Maxima clam Cardiidae Earinbawo Tridacna maxima

Fluted giant clam Cardiidae Earinbawo Tridacna squamosa

All Sea turtles Cheloniidae & All species
Dermochelyidae
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SCHEDULE 10

FORM 1
[Regulation 54]

FIXED PENALTY NOTICE

This Fixed Penalty Notice is issued | Fixed Penalty Notice No:
pursuant to the powers given to the
Nauru Police Force or an authorised
officer for a breach of the Coastal
Fisheries and Aquaculture
Regulations 2026.

Important Notice: Date of Issue
The consequences of not paying the | Penalty Due

penalty will result in pursuit of a|payment shall be made at. . .............. within 14

prosecution against you for failing to | days from the date of service of this Notice
pay the penalty.

OFFENCE DETAILS:

Surname: Given Names:

Residential Address: Phone Number:

Nature of Offence: (Contrary to Regulation. . . . . of the Coastal Fisheries and Aquaculture
Regulations 2026:

Location: | Date: Time:

Licence Number (if any)

Licence Class:

Licence Expiry Date:

Particulars of the offence:

Date:

Acknowledgement of Service of Infringement Notice by:

Note:
1. This Notice shall be served to the offender at the time of the offence or as soon as
practicable.

2. If the offender refuses to accept the Notice, he or she commits an offence under Regulation
54(2) of the Coastal Fisheries and Aquaculture Regulations 2026. He or she is liable to
pay a fine not exceeding $5,000.

PART 2 — TIME FOR PAYMENT OF PENALTY

A. Take Notice that the penalty shall be paid to the. . . . ... within 14 days of the date of the
issuance of this notice. Failure or late payment of the penalty will result in prosecution
which if upon convicted will make the offender liable to pay a fine not exceeding $5,000.

B. Contesting the Infringement Notice
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If you intend to defend or contest the Notice, you are to appear in person or by a legal
representative in court on the date and time provided in Part 3.
PART 3 — NOTICE TO ATTEND TO COURT
Take Notice that if you intend to contest or defend this notice, you must attend the District Court
at Yarenon. . .. ... day of. ... ... 20. ...t ...... (time) for the hearing.

If you fail to attend the hearing the court will proceed to hearing of the notice in your absence
and impose a fine and costs.

If you fail to pay the fine and costs ordered by the court, you will be arrested under a committal
warrant without any further notice and be imprisoned.

Regulation Fixed Penalty Offence Fixed Penalty

7 Breach of a community |$100

fisheries management area
plan

11(2) Non-Nauruan citizen shall | $100
hold a coastal fishing
licence

12(1) Fishing in  designated | $100
fisheries management area,
community fisheries
management area
prohibited

18(1) and (2) Prohibition to operate a fish | $100
processing establishment
24(1) and (2) Commercial  aquaculture | $100
products export in
accordance with
commercial ~ aquaculture
products export licence
30(1) and (2) Requirements for | $100
commercial aquaculture
products export

31 Aquaculture products | $100
export for personal
consumption

33 Fishing species on the|$100
reserved list

34 Breaking and removal of | $100
corals, rocks and rubble

35 Disposal of rubbish and|$100
waste in coastal marine
area

36(1),(2) and (3) Use of nets $100

38 Mesh of cast nets $100

39 Nets for sardines and other | $100
bait fish

40 Wading gillnets and other | $100
nets

41(1) Restrictions  relating  to | $100
finfish

42 Restrictions  relating  to | $100
gastropods
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turtles

43(1), (2), (3) and (4)|Restrictions relating to|$100
lobsters

44 Restrictions relating to sea | $100
urchins

45 Restrictions  relating  to | $100
beche de mer

47 Restrictions relating  to | $100
giant clams

48(1) and (2) Restrictions relating to sea | $100
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