
Tuesday 12th May 2015 – Parliament Sitting 

 

Statement from the Chair 

Hon. Ludwig Scotty, MP 

 

I wish to bring to the notice of the House as a reminder that there are still five 

(5) elected Members of Parliament who are still on suspension. 

 

We are all aware that these suspended members were of two separate incidents 

that the two gentlemen from Meneng namely Messrs Jeremiah and Dabwido 

were both suspended for highly disorderly conducts committed in the House and 

their case was referred to the Privilege Committee for deliberations and for the 

Committee to report their findings to the House for its final decision. 

 

The other three (3) suspended members namely Mr. Batsiua from Boe, Mr. Keke 

from Yaren and Mr. Kun Buada were suspended by a resolution of the House 

and for them to submit unconditional apologies to the House and to the foreign 

media that they have been talking to, of which expressions the parliament 

considered would tantamount to highly detrimental effect to the nation. 

 

As custodian of the Parliament I would want to express my views on the noted 

suspensions which have been pending for a reasonable length of time now and I 

submit as follows, viz; 

 

On the suspension of the three gentlemen from Boe, Yaren and Buada it appears 

that they have yet to submit to the demands made by the original Motion and 

followed up by the4 second Motion date 5th June 2014.  The demands were (a) 

Each Member submits an unequivocal apology in writing to the House; and (b) 

Each Member publicises and unequivocal apology through the same foreign 

media in which earlier remarks were made contrary to the national interest.  

Regardless of my attempt to request the three gentlemen to submit apologies 

through me was to no avail.  I would therefore still refrain, as I have always been 

for the last 12 months, from interfering into the House Resolution on the 

suspension of the 3 members. 

 

As the Speaker I am not authorized to interfere into work of parliamentary 

committees, however, on the suspension of the 2 Members from Meneng, I 

express my disappointment at the long delay by the Privilege Committee to come 

to a speedy resolution of the case forwarded to them for deliberation by Motion 

dated 5th June 2014  Deliberation upon this matter had now gone into a twelve 

month period.  In my view and from my experience, matters of privilege should 

be deliberated upon without undue delays by the PC and its recommendations to 

be decided upon by the House at the earliest possible especially concerning 

sitting Members of the House. 

 

 

 



The Nation is also reminded through this statement that all five suspended 

members have sought relief from the Supreme  Court against the rulings for 

suspension executed by the Parliament and that the appeal for clemency was 

turned down by the full panel consisting of all our learned and highly esteemed 

three judges  Let me also make it clear to clarify the observation from some 

people around that Judge Hamilton White did not agree with the Suspension of 

the 5 Members.  The fact was that Judge White agreed to the suspension of the 

Members but objects to the withholding of the Member’s remuneration, however 

the majority decision of the Court holds. 

 

On my watch as Speaker of the House my main worry does not rest upon unruly 

and disorderly Members of the parliament as there are rules that would be 

befitting and the Parliament as a whole abides by its Practice and Procedures, 

and rules of disciplinary action.  My main concern rests upon those that they 

represent who will be without representation in the House upon suspension of 

the MPs. 

 

On a final note I would humbly appeal to the three suspended Members from 

Boe, Buada and Yaren to reconsider their stand in order for the allocated seats 

in the Parliament to be filled and for progressive representation of the people 

who had put trust in them. 

 

 

Thank you 


