
 

 

MESSAGE BY PRESIDENT  

HIS EXCELLENCY BARON DIVAVESI WAQA, MP  

TO PARLIAMENT ON TUESDAY 12TH MAY 2015  

 

Mr Speaker 

 

1. I rise to inform this Honourable House of recent 

developments which have led to the restricting of access 

to a number of internet sites in Nauru. 

 

2. As you will be aware, certain internet sites have been 

restricted recently. These are sites that have been 

maliciously used by various unknown persons, to publish 

explicit sexual material. The police have confirmed the 

identities of some of the persons whose images have been 

distributed on these sites as those of young Nauruan 

girls. Some of this material is pornographic in nature, 

catering to the prurient interest of a small minority.  

 

3. As a result of police investigations in February this 

year, it was discovered that in some cases, the images of 

these girls, some in sexually compromising situations, 

were uploaded without their permission.  When the matter 

came to light, Government sought through the police to 

identify the perpetrators of these actions. Regrettably, 

the police reached a dead end in their investigations, 

despite robust efforts aimed at finding out who was 

responsible. 

 

4. Nauru is a small place. News travel quickly on the 

island. As you can imagine, many of the girls whose 

images were being posted and distributed on one 

particular internet site (as well as their parents) came 

to find out what was happening – that without their 

consent, persons with less than honourable intentions had 

succeeded in invading their privacy; worse still, that 

they had used social media to circulate material of a 

profoundly intimate and private nature. This has caused a 

great deal of embarrassment and distress to both the 

parents, the victims and even their communities.  

 



 

 

5. What has happened has offended both our cultural norms as 

well as our religious values as a nation founded on 

Christian principles.  

 

6. As a parent and a father, I share the pain of those 

parents whose situation has come to my notice. I ask 

myself as father of this nation, What should I do in the 

face of this odious and contemptible behaviour?  

 

7. Mr Speaker, silence and inaction was not an option.  

 

8. After wide consultations within Government, and being 

mindful of the inevitable criticism that would follow any 

restriction of social media, I determined that a 

temporary cessation of Facebook was in the best interests 

of the nation.  

 

9. This decision was not made lightly; it was not made in 

haste. It was made with good intentions. It was made to 

protect especially vulnerable individuals, especially 

young Nauruan girls from harassment and abuse. 

 

10. It is also part of Government’s efforts to curb the 

‘glorification’ of criminal activities and offences 

against Nauruan women and children through the posting of 

distressing images and footage of these individuals in 

compromising and dehumanising positions.  

 

11. This decision was not made over night but over a 

period of several months of investigation, consultation 

and outreach to sites to rectify what is on their part, 

neglect of protection afforded to the Nauruan people 

particularly our women and children. It has been 

highlighted in Parliament and the community for several 

months. Due to the negative impact of these materials on 

the lives of the Nauruan public, Government has had to 

respond accordingly.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

12. Sites that are solely set up for the purpose of 

distributing explicit, obscene and pornographic contents 

have been permanently restricted. It has always been a 

crime in Nauru to obtain, sell or distribute such content 

and these closures are in line with our beliefs and aim 

of protecting our people, particularly our children.  

 

Facebook will be under temporary restriction until the 

necessary protection mechanisms are in place to ensure 

that Nauruans and members of our community are not left 

exposed and vulnerable to the actions of criminals, 

sexual perverts and cyber bullies.  

 

13. Other sites remain active including other social 

media sites with no interference to internet services. 

Robust efforts aimed at lifting the current temporary 

restrictions are underway. 

 

 

14. It is important that Government does its part to 

best address the concerns of its people.  It will ensure 

that the protection of its people is paramount.  

 

15. My Government is mindful that these restrictions 

have been inconvenient and caused disruptions to those 

who use the now temporarily restricted sites responsibly. 

I accept that these actions may be construed by some as 

an encroachment of their liberty. However, I have had to 

make a judgment call in the national interest. It has 

required an agonising balancing of rights against 

responsibilities.  

 

16.  I have establish a high level task force comprising 

both legal, police and cyber experts to explore the 

underlying social issues which have given rise to the 

current situation. The Cabinet hopes that the report of 

the task force will present the government a range of 

policy and technological options which will enable an 

early restoration of access to FACE BOOK.  

 

 

 



 

 

17. My Government calls on the Nauruan public for their 

support and understanding as we work our way through 

complex challenges. 

 

18. I am confident that before not too long the tensions 

between these competing rights can be resolved.   In the 

final analysis, the safety and security of our community 

is a shared responsibility.  

 

19. As your President, it is my solemn oath to carry out 

my responsibilities 

 


