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Mr. Speaker and Honorable Members of the House. 

I am happy to present to you today the first progress report from our Technical Working Group (TWG) 

which comprises members from the Australian government and Foreign Affairs, Cabinet Secretariat, 

NGOs such as Rotary, Community Representatives and various sectors of government.   

The TWG had its first meeting on 29 August, 2014 and during the same week; the surveyors from 

Australian Canstruct Company completed surveying the site for rebuilding project.  They have 

confirmed that the land available is sufficient for the pre-fabricated building currently under 

construction in Australia. This new building is intended to be shipped to Nauru and assembled at the 

RONH.  

The TWG agreed that to facilitate construction works in Nauru, it will have overall oversight role of the 

project and to help identify specific needs, a team comprising of an engineer, architect and health 

specialist is being planned to come to Nauru to undertake a Scope of Works (SOW) mission and to 

gather views through consultations with various stakeholders on what is to be included in the new 

buildings. 

This will include the views from Health staff who have been consulting internally over the past many 

months as well as community. It was also agreed that in addition to the rebuilding of the new 

structures, there is also the need to reorganize allocation of space to provide for more adequate and 

dedicated space for certain services such as a dedicated Children’s ward, setting up of a Mental 

Health Unit, relocation of dialysis services to RONH, etc. 

Furthermore, other issues that needed to be addressed by this SOW mission include the sewerage, 

fire-fighting, water and safety issues amongst other things. 

Incidentally, there has been expression of support from NGOs such as Nauru Rotary who are willing 

and ready to work with the SOW officers to support water safety issues for the hospital.  

The TOR for this Scope of Works mission will be reviewed by the TWG as soon as it is received from 

Canberra in the next two weeks to ensure that it encompasses the above and other emerging 

relevant matters for this project and it is anticipated that actual construction works may commence as 

early as within the next 2-3 months.  

Thank You 


