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Mr Speaker 

 

I wish to take this opportunity to update this August House on developments and activities 

on the Department of Transport. 

 

1. Transport Secretariat 
As Minister for Transport and Commissioner for Nauru to the Central Pacific Shipping 

Commission (CPSC), I attended the Special Meeting in Nadi, from 25th to 27th March, for 

considering New Shipping License applicants. I was accompanied by Ambassador Jarden 

Kephas and Secretary for Transport Lesi Olsson. 

Since the launching of CPSC and award of licenses in January 2014 to Neptune, China 

Navigation and PDL, the Commission has noted significant interest shown by other major 

shipping companies to provide services to all the member states. At this meeting Kyowa 

Shipping, NYK Shipping and Matson Shipping were awarded new licenses to operate all the 

member states.   We were later approached by Ministers of other pacific islands who were 

also interested in forming their own shipping commission similar to CPSC. This shipping 

initiative is a huge achievement towards better trade cooperation between our pacific 

island nations.   

For this financial year 2014-15 my Ministry and Transport Secretariat will ensure Nauru is 

served properly under this sub-regional initiative so that healthy competition on sea freight 

continues towards more affordable and more reliable sea freight services to Nauru and its 

CPSC group.   

After this meeting we continued to Denarau Nadi for the Transport and Energy Ministers’ 

meeting. This Regional meeting provided a forum for governments, regional organisations 

and development partners to come together to discuss issues and share ideas and 

experiences that can be used to map out policy frameworks of these two sectors. The 

meeting discussed progress in the energy and transport services to date and how Pacific 

Island countries and territories can effectively contribute to the post-2015 development 

agenda at regional and international levels. The Ministers approved various 

recommendations tabled at this meeting. Also attending this meeting were Minister for CIE 

and his officials. I was accompanied by Ambassador Jarden Kephas, Secretary Lesi Olsson 

and Maritime Director Kemp Detenamo.  

 

 



 
 
 

The Transport Secretariat’s Administrative Officer recently attended a Transport Intelligence 

seminar in Singapore as part of training staff to achieve greater knowledge to effectively 

take up higher positions in the Ministry of Transport. 

Today the Civil Aviation Board convened its first formal meeting for this financial year and 

will be deliberating mainly on civil aviation compliance, security, and safety issues. 

 

2. Land Transport 
Land Transport is expecting another three 43-seater buses which are scheduled to be 

shipped from Fiji to Nauru in October this year. This addition will improve our capacity to 

provide more reliable transport for our many school students and government workers.  

 

Land Transport released its Director and 6 mechanics to the new Eigigu Transport company 

launched on 1st July. The separation of mechanical work from Land Transport means we will 

be free to concentrate more on our enlarged bus fleet services and Eigigu Transport can 

concentrate on the proper and timely servicing of Government fleet of cars and buses.  

 

3. Civil Aviation 
Civil Aviation has been maintaining an even busier operational schedule due to further 

increase in flights.  

 

They successfully continue with staff development and capacity building in all its areas of 

operation. We are proud to achieve the “Outstanding Trainee Award” by one of our firemen 

Enoch Canon during a recent Fire & Rescue course in Fiji.  

 

Ms. Kleo Karl, Assistant Flight Service Officer, has also been away training in Fiji at the 

Aviation Academy. She is undertaking the Basic Air Traffic Control Course.  

 

Further training of Civil Aviation staff was agreed through Memorandum of Agreement, 

processed through DFAT Nauru, between DCA and Airport Fiji Limited was signed on 25 July. 

 

44 flights were serviced by civil aviation in July 2014 alone. With the much increase in fights, 

now on a daily basis, DCA has declared runway as a Security Restricted Area at all times. This 

means anybody entering the airstrip at any time, may be prosecuted.  

 

Much work is recently being engaged towards the compliance with civil aviation regulations. 

Consultants from Australia and New Zealand have visited to provide the necessary support, 

advice and reports which are all towards the improvement of Nauru’s Civil Aviation.  

 

The Domestic Fire Truck donated by Tasmania Fire Service is on its way being shipped to 

Brisbane and then onto Nauru. This fire truck will be dedicated to domestic fires and 4 

additional firemen have been approved in the budget to man continuous roster for the 

driving and operation of this truck.   

 

 



 
 
 

Finally, I would like to take this time to thank everybody in the Department of Transport 

who have contributed to the improvement of our administration, operations and ongoing 

projects. 

Mr Speaker, Tubwa Kor 

 

 

 


