
Statement by His Excellency the President at the 

Sitting of Parliament on Tuesday 9
th

 September 2014 

 

Honourable Speaker and 

Members of this august house 

 

It gives me great pleasure to update members of my recent trip to Samoa 

to attend the UN Small Islands Developing States or SIDS conference 

which took place last week from 1 to 4 September. 

 

I was accompanied by the Minister for Education and Home Affairs the 

Hon. Charmaine Scotty, the Minister for Commerce, Industry and 

Environment the Hon. Aaron Cook, the Hon. Milton Dube, the member 

for Aiwo, as well as officers from the government including Ambassador 

Marlene Moses from our New York office. 

 

Mr. Speaker, for the information of this house, the SIDS conference was 

a gathering of all the small island states from around the world to discuss 

issues of common interest such as the environment, climate change, 

telecommunications, energy, fisheries, among others.  It is held once 

every ten years and the previous two conferences were held outside of the 

Pacific region. 

 

The theme of the 3
rd

 SIDS Conference was, ‘The Sustainable 

Development of SIDS through Genuine and Durable Partnerships’.    

 

Mr. Speaker, I addressed the Plenary at the Opening Ceremony as one of 

the keynote speakers in Nauru’s capacity as Chair of AOSIS.  Other 

speakers included the Prime Minister of Samoa, the Secretary-General of 

the United Nations and the President of the United Nations General 

Assembly.  The most important part of the speech was to follow through 

on the commitments in the SAMOA Pathway outcome document and 

ensure that it is fully implemented particularly on issues considered 

important for all SIDS members such as climate change and sustainable 

development. 

 



Mr. Speaker, I had the pleasure of hosting a breakfast meeting for 

Leaders of the Alliance of Small Island States just ahead of the Opening 

Ceremony.  The meeting was well attended with over thirty Heads of 

State and Government and Foreign Ministers present.  We were also 

joined by the Secretary-General of the United Nations.  At the meeting, 

we adopted the 2014 AOSIS Leaders’ Declaration – a five page 

document containing our strongest statement on SIDS development 

priorities, undiluted by views of others.  In our discussion, Leaders and 

Ministers offered views on how to ensure implementation of the SAMOA 

Pathway, and the UN Secretary-General expressed the United Nations’ 

strong support and commitment in this effort. 

 

Mr. Speaker, I was joined by other Leaders of SIDS including Prime 

Ministers of Samoa, Tonga, Cook Islands and Foreign Ministers of 

Guyana and Mauritius at the IRENA Renewable Energy Forum.  I 

delivered a statement on the importance of renewable energy for SIDS.  I 

explained Nauru’s commitment to climate leadership, as demonstrated by 

our fifty percent renewable energy target, as well as fiscal and economic 

necessity of making this transition.  We heard similar views expressed by 

other SIDS Leaders, including many success stories.  We know without a 

doubt that renewable energy works for SIDS. 

 

Nauru hosted a side-event – “Our Fish, Our Future” – which celebrated 

the Parties to the Nauru Agreement (PNA) including its’ successes and 

emerging challenges.  We and our partners on the panel called on distant 

water fishing nations to support our management and conservation efforts 

and respect the centrality of a healthy fishery to our long-term sustainable 

development prospects.   

 

Mr. Speaker, I also attended a couple of side events at the margins of the 

SIDS conference. 

 

The first was the signing ceremony of the European Union European 

Development Fund 11 of which Nauru will benefit through development 

projects and capacity building.  The multimillion aid fund extended over 



several years will also benefit other Pacific island countries through such 

projects as renewable energy and power generation. 

 

Mr. Speaker, the second side event ceremony that I attended was the 

signing of the International Telecommunications Union or ITU agreement 

on a project which Pacific island countries including Nauru will benefit 

from.  This project will provide Nauru with communications equipment 

such as a satellite dish for use in emergency services as well as for 

educational purposes. 

 

Mr. Speaker, overall, the SIDS Conference went smoothly and was very 

well organized by the host country.  I must commend the Government 

and people of Samoa for being a very successful host and putting on a 

fantastic reception and welcome to me and my delegation. 

 

With that brief statement Mr. Speaker, thank you. 

 

 

----- End ---- 

 


