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His Excellency the Honourable Baron Waqa, President of the Republic of Nauru, 
Honourable Ministers, 
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen. 
 
Good afternoon and welcome to our side-event, „Our Future, Our Fish‟. 
 
The PNA may be a simple acronym, but it represents so much more; it stands for 
Parties to the Nauru Agreement and it is a treaty between the Federated States of 
Micronesia, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Solomon 
Islands and Tuvalu.  Between these eight countries, over half of the world‟s skipjack 
tuna is caught every year, providing a critical source of protein to people all over the 
world and generating significant revenues for all of our members which in turn fund 
schools, hospitals and other critical infrastructure. 

The group itself is not new. The Agreement was signed in 1982 by our leaders, well 
aware of the importance of our tuna fisheries to our future development. Since then the 
group has been one of, if not the single most influential grouping of countries shaping 
international fisheries.  

Unlike other regions, the Pacific already had well established measures and 
arrangements in place before a Regional Fisheries Management Organization, or 
RFMO, was negotiated.  These existing arrangements included the Nauru Agreement, 
the minimum terms and conditions for licensing, and even the Treaty on Fisheries which 
had already established high standards for data collection, compliance and flag State 
responsibility. 
 
Some people, however, still do not understand this. They think the only RFMOs can 
make conservation and management measures for highly migratory. While it is true to 
say that RFMOs are entrusted with this responsibility, it is not true that groupings of 
countries cannot collectively decide to enact measures for their EEZs.  
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All too often industrialized fishing nations talk about conservation, but think it does not 
apply to them. Some even perceive an obligation to exploit the oceans.  This has 
resulted in the “tragedy of the commons” in almost all high seas based fisheries 
between here and the Mediterranean.    This is why PNA is different, yet many larger 
industrialized nations have had difficulty understanding this.  And, they have failed to 
learn from the other regions they have over-exploited and moved on from.   In many 
ways we are the last frontier! 
 
As stewards of the world‟s biggest tuna fishing grounds we have taken important steps 
to manage this resource.  PNA measures are a result of joint efforts of our members 
and the bodies, like the Secretariat of the Pacific Community, that we work so closely 
with.  While many PNA management measures are world firsts, they are not enough to 
truly protect our tuna and ensure we receive the appropriate value.   
 
Our islands are only getting a small fraction of the value – we currently subsist on the 
scraps while the finest fish from our waters is shipped to Tokyo and Bangkok.  We need 
to take a hard look at the facts.  Let us not kid ourselves anymore.  The tuna companies 
are working every day to figure out how to catch more tuna faster, and how to get 
around our management measures. Their goal is maximum profit, and they are doing 
very well.  The sooner we recognize this, the sooner we can maximize our benefits and 
ensure that our fisheries will be healthy today and in future generations.  We must 
elevate our conservation measures, and look to get more benefits from less fishing.  
Our strength lies in our unity.   
 
The simple message is we cannot, and should not, wait for others to decide for what is 
best for us especially when they cannot even decide at all! We cannot afford to wait for 
a consensus based organization, invariably influenced by the narrowly based interests, 
to protect our most important natural resources, our heritage, and our future.   
 
We must continue to act to preserve our ocean environment, and act to preserve the 
cultural heritage of this region. There are dances, and folklores which tell of fishing and 
imitate the movement of tuna – let us ensure that there is tuna for decades and 
generations to come.   
 
Thank you. 
 


