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REPUBLIC OF NAURU 

Constitution of Nauru (Nauruan Culture 
Amendments) Bill 2013 
______________________________ 

Serial No. 2 of 2013 
______________________________ 

A Bill for: 

An Act to alter The Constitution of Nauru to elevate the recognition of 
Nauruan culture and for other purposes 

Certified on [ ] 

Enacted by the Parliament of Nauru as follows: 

1 Short title 

This Act may be cited as the Constitution of Nauru (Nauruan 
Culture Amendments) Act 2013. 

2 Commencement 

This Act commences on the day of the general election next 
following its certification. 

3 Alteration of Constitution of Nauru 

The Schedule alters The Constitution of Nauru. 
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SCHEDULE— ALTERATION OF CONSTITUTION OF NAURU 

[1] Substitution of Preamble 

Preamble 

omit, substitute 

PREAMBLE 

WHEREAS Nauru became a sovereign independent Republic 
on 31 January 1968 under a Constitution prepared by a 
Constitutional Convention and adopted, enacted and given to 
the people of Nauru by the people of Nauru on 29 January 1968 
to come into force on independence of the Republic; 

And WHEREAS The Constitution of Nauru was altered by the 
Constitutional Convention of Nauru under Article 92 at its final 
meeting on 17 May 1968; 

And WHEREAS after 40 years, we have reviewed our 
independence Constitution, and a Constitutional Convention 
and Parliament representing us have prepared alterations of 
The Constitution of Nauru in accordance with Article 84; 

THE CONSTITUTION IS INTRODUCED AS FOLLOWS:  

WE, THE PEOPLE OF NAURU, acknowledge God the almighty 
as the Creator and everlasting Lord and the giver of all good 
things. We humbly place ourselves under the protection of His 
good providence and pray for His blessing on our beloved 
nation, ourselves, our lives and our land. We honour our history 
and declare our aspirations in this document, and acknowledge 
that our national motto is ‘God’s Will First’. 

We proudly acknowledge and honour our ancestors, who made 
this beautiful and isolated island their home and built a friendly 
society based on amicable agreements. Nauru, our beloved 
Pacific island home, is the living link between all generations of 
Nauruans. On this island we have built our own unique society, 
and we pledge to safeguard and maintain our rightful home, 
history and future on this island. 
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Nauru has faced and survived many challenges, including 
foreign rule and the impact of foreign cultures, the devastation 
of war, and the destruction of much of the natural beauty of our 
island. We have been blessed with vast phosphate resources, 
which we as a people have used with mixed outcomes. In the 
face of these challenges, our people have proven themselves to 
be resilient and adaptable.  

We deeply respect and acknowledge the great leadership and 
achievements of our founding forefathers, who struggled for 
and won our independence, and enabled us to take our place, 
on equal terms, in the modern family of nations. We extend to 
other peoples and nations what we seek from them: peace, 
friendship, mutual understanding and respect for our common 
humanity and human dignity. 

The Nauruan people expect honest and accountable 
government. We have reviewed our Constitution, striving to 
ensure that Nauru’s future will be bright and that public 
institutions will serve the people with integrity. 

The people of Nauru set out for themselves and for their 
governing institutions the following principles: 

We strive for peace, justice, stability, welfare, progress and 
prosperity of the people; 

Our institutions should serve the people accountably and 
transparently and observe high ethical standards; 

We affirm our commitment to democratic values and affirm 
that all power belongs to the people acting through their 
elected representatives and exercised through the 
institutions established in this Constitution, and that the 
people should participate in the governance of their affairs; 

We uphold respect for human dignity and the human rights 
of all people and affirm the protection of fundamental and 
inalienable rights and freedoms under Part II of this 
Constitution; 

We seek to preserve the value of resolving matters of 
importance by consensus or compromise and recognise the 
need for courtesy and respect; 

We recognise the importance of communities, respect for 
elders, and the strength and support of the family; 
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We uphold the importance of sharing within the extended 
family and the community; 

We acknowledge and affirm the pride Nauruans have in their 
role as custodians of the land, and the importance of land 
and sea to the Nauruan people. We acknowledge the 
importance of kinship and oral history in matters concerning 
land; 

We value highly the knowledge and history handed down 
over generations; 

We affirm the matrilineal basis of our society and take pride 
in our traditions, culture, heritage, aspirations, respect for 
family life, our 12 tribes, kinship, and the preservation and 
unity of the people; 

We acknowledge the need to be open to adapt to changing 
circumstances in the modern world and to be open to the 
gradual development of changing values and priorities; 

These principles, under the guidance of God, are solemnly 
adopted and affirmed as the basis of this Constitution, and 
as the guiding principles to be observed in its interpretation 
and application at all levels of government and organised 
life. 

Demoniba enim ogeidawianaw eben bwieta Naoero. 

(May God bless our homeland Nauru) 

Demoniba enim ogeidawianaw ata ngame. 

(May God bless our people) 

[2] Amendment of Arrangement of Parts 

Arrangement of Parts, after the entry for Part I 

insert 

Part IA — Custom and Language (Articles 2A-2B) 

[3] New Part IA 

After Part I 

insert 
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PART IA – CUSTOM AND LANGUAGE 

2A Customary law 

(1) Customary law continues to have effect as part of the law of 
Nauru, to the extent that it is not repugnant to the Constitution 
or to any Act of Parliament. 

(2) Parliament must make provision for the proof and pleading of 
custom. 

2B Nauruan language 

The government must take positive and practical measures to 
preserve and advance the use of the Nauruan language. 

[4] Amendment of Article 54 (Matters concerning the 
Constitution) 

After Article 54(2) insert: 

(3) The Supreme Court must interpret and apply this Constitution in 
a manner that takes into account the principles set out in the 
Preamble. 

[5] Amendment of Article 82 (Parts, etc., of Constitution) 

5.1 Article 82, heading 

omit, substitute 

82 Material that is, and is not, part of this Constitution 

5.2 Article 82(1) 

omit, substitute 

(1) The Preamble forms part of this Constitution, and establishes 
principles on which this Constitution, and the conduct of public 
affairs in Nauru, are to be based, provided that the Preamble is 
not justiciable. 

(1A) The headings of the Parts into which this Constitution is divided 
are part of this Constitution. 
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5.3 Article 82(3) 

omit 

preamble and the marginal notes to 

substitute 

Article headings or marginal notes in 

[6] Common amendments 2013—amendment of Article 85 
(Existing laws); repeal and substitution of Articles 87 to 92; 
repeal of Articles 94 to 100 and Sixth Schedule 

6.1 Article 85(4) 

omit 

6.2 Article 85(6) 

omit 

6.3 After Article 85(6) 

insert 

(7) All laws that were in force on the date of commencement of an 
alteration to this Constitution continue in force, subject to: 

(a) any amendment or repeal; and 

(b) consistency with the Constitution as altered. 

(8) If, by virtue of an alteration of this Constitution, a matter is to be 
provided for by Parliament and the matter is prescribed or 
otherwise provided for by a law already in force prior to the 
alteration, that law has effect in respect of the matter, subject to 
any amendment or repeal and to consistency with the 
Constitution as altered, for the purpose of satisfying the 
requirement that legislative provision be made. 

6.4 Articles 87 to 92 

repeal, substitute 
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92A Effect of alterations, interpretation of Constitution etc 

(1) An alteration of this Constitution does not have retrospective 
effect in relation to a decision, act or omission prior to the date 
of commencement of the alteration. 

(2) Anything done before the commencement of an Act that alters 
this Constitution is valid to the extent that it was valid when 
done. 

(3) In a matter relating to, or involving the interpretation of, this 
Constitution as it stood prior to an alteration effected by an Act: 

(a) the Constitution is to be interpreted without regard to the 
alteration; and 

(b) no implication may be drawn from the alteration in relation 
to the meaning or operation of the Constitution prior to the 
alteration. 

(4) If, by virtue of an alteration of this Constitution, a matter is to be 
provided for by Parliament, Parliament will, if such matter has 
not already been provided for, make provision for the matter as 
soon as practicable and within a reasonable period of the 
commencement of the alteration. 

(5) In preparing a compilation of this Constitution for publication 
following commencement of alterations to this Constitution, the 
Parliamentary Counsel may: 

(a) alter the numbering of an inserted provision (including a 
Part or Schedule) so that the inserted provisions are 
numbered according to current drafting practice; and 

(b) alter cross references accordingly. 

6.5 Articles 94 to 100 

repeal 

6.6 Sixth Schedule 

repeal 

6.7 If, at the date of commencement of this Act, the amendments 
effected by this item have already been effected by another Act 
altering the Constitution, this amending item will be taken to be 
of no effect. 
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