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No.3 of 1956. 

AN ORDINANCE 

To provide for the Establishment of a Nauru 

Lands Committee, and for other pu~poses. 

BE it ordained by the Administrator of the Island 

of Nauru, acting in pursuance of the powers conf'erred 

by Article 1 of the Agreement dated the second day of 

July, 1919 p between the Government of the United Kingdom~ 

the Goverllluent of the Commonwealth of Australia and the 

Government of the Dominion of' New Zealand, as follows:-

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the ~auru ~?nds 

QgNlL:ij;J!.~~9x..c1iDPJ1QSl. 1 956. 

2. In this Ol'dinance 9 lmless the contrary intention 

appears -

HJlTauruan li and IIPacific Islanders" have, respectively, 

the same meanings as those expressions have in the 

¥all£~'l~Q£lP.ill!f9.J.:tL.Qrd.i:p.allc~ 1956; 

II the Corami ttee II means the Nauru Ir8.nds ConIDli ttee 

established under this Ordinance; 

lithe Council r; means the Nauru Local Government Council 

established by the li~.:!E2l...L.oQ.,al Governmegt,...Qo-qllg;h~ 

O~~~~~ 1951-1955. 

3.-(1.) The Administrator may, by notice in the 

G-azQ:.tt~, establish a Committee 9 to be called the Nauru 

Lands Committee. 

(2.) The Committee shall consist of not less than 

five, Or more than nine, merribers, all of whom shall be 

Nauruans. 

(3.) '£he menmers of the Coromi ttee -

(a) shall be appointed by the Administrator from 

persons reco~nended by the COlmcil; and 

(b) hold office d~~ing the pleasure of the Administrator. 
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2. 

L~. Subject to the last preceding section, the 

constitution and procedure of the Comnittee shall be • 
e,s deter'mined by the Administrator after consultation 

wi th the Council. • 
5. Members of the Corlllni ttee shall be paid, out of 

the NaUl1 u Local Government C01ll1cil Fund, such allowances 

as the Administrator, on the recommendation of the 

Council, approves. 

6.-(1.) The Conll11ittee has power to determine 

questions as to the ownership of', or rights in respect 

of, land, being questions whic h arise -

(a) between Nauruans or Pacific Islanders; or 

(b) between Nauruans and PacH'ic Islanders. 

(2.) Subject to the next succeeding section, the 

decision of the COllll11i ttee is final. 

7.-(1.) A person who is dissatisfied with a 

declslon of the COlmnittee may, within twenty-one 

days after the decision is given, appeal to the Central 

Court against the decision. 

(2.) The Central Court has jurisdiction to hear 

and determine an appeal under this section and may make 

such order on the hearing of the appeal (including, if 

it thinks fit 9 an order for the payment of co sts b;'l a 

party) as it thinks just. 

(3.) Notwithstanding an~-thing contained in any 

other law, a judgment of the Central Court given on an 

appeal Lmder this section is final. 

8. The Central Court .shall be deemed to have had 

at all times jurisdiction to determine appeals from the 

Lan.ds Committee constituted in accordance with the 

customs and usages of' the abortginal natives of Nauru 9 

and (lecisions of that Court given before the date of 

commencement of this Ordinance on appeal from that 

ComIC.i ttee, and decisions of the Adrllinistrator given 



before that date on further appeal from that Court, shall 

be deemed to have been validly given. 

Dated this twenty-third day of August 9 1956. 

/ 

(/JY~~ 


