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REPUBLIC OF NAURU 

(No. 11 of 1971) 

AN ACT 

To make better provision relating to the institutions, customs 

and usages of the Nauruans and to adopted laws. 

(Certified: 5'.,.,1-197,1t) 

Be i't~nacted by the Parliament of 'Nauru as follows: 

SHORT TITLE AND COMMENCEMENT 

1. This Act may be cited as the Custom and Adopted 

Laws Act 1971 a:nd shall come into force on a date to be 

notified by the Minister in the Gazette. 

INTERPRETATION 

2. In this Act unless the context otherwise 

requires 

"Court" 	means any Court w!).ich may from, time to time 

have jurisdiction within Nauru and any other Court 

which may from time to time have jurisdiction to 

entertain an appeal from a judgment, order or decision 

of any Court having jurisdiction within Nauru. 

NAURUAN INSTITUTIONS, CUSTOMS AND USAGES 

3. (1) The institutions, customs and usages of the 

Naurua,,!fs to the extent that they existed immediately before 

the commencement of this Act shal+', save in so far a,? they 

may hereby or hereafter from time to time be expressly, or 

by necessary implication, abolished, altered or limited by 

any la\</ enacted by Parlial11ent, be accorded recogni tion by 

every Court and have full force and effect of law to 

regulate the following m~tters ­

(a) title to, and interests in, land, other than any 

title or interest granted by lease or other instrument 

or by any written law not being an applied statute; 

(b) rights and powers of Nauruans to dispose of their 

property, real and persona~, inter vivos and ~y will or 

any pther form of tes tamentary disposi tion; 



(c) 

intestate; and 

(d) any m.a tte 1'"5 ?t.::i: 

(2) /5;,%1.y c~~s~tQ:m f)'C ~ts~,ge {1Y "ini 

(a) any pe:~son i.s 4 c'-~> !'8Y I;.:,;:, ant: 'tlcd c~r empowered 

to take O'l'"' deal .t-!.l i:!.'~\( ·~'l·'~j~~l"ty i)i: any ether person 
without th,r~t p'ersor~ f~:7" '::::'::<'X':;'t:::r-.. t: r."'!;.­

(b) e, Bn~itled or empowered to 
deprive the paxen 

control without tJlair co~sent~ 

is hereby abolished. 

ENGLISH LAWS ADOPTED 

4. of ~ections 3, 5 

and 6 of this Act,. -t.:'iE: CC!:1:mon la,'; 13.1'14_ ttB statutes of 

genera,l applicati')ll" in'::~,I:cti:r;,g all Ttl1es, 'regulations and 

orders of gen~;-al application stJ.ade thereunder t which were 

in force in England ell, thi!"ty-fi TS~~ -".lay of January J 

1968, are hereby ado::>iJ::;·{! C:'S L~~l,;rs of ~auTu. 

(2) The principles and Tlile~ of equity which 

were in force in England 0:" the thirty"first day of January> 

1968. are hereby adopted as the .principles and rules of 

equity in NaUTt:., 

(3) 	 In 8'tteY'Y ·'cL"J~.I {;M~.:n:H3 CT matter :instituted in 

s tered concurrently. 

ADOPTION SUB.JEeT TO l·Lil.I}~z.\J ,;; 	 SD1CTICt'j AND STATUTES 

5. 
Til'c,ceding section shall have 

Sf.J far as the circu;nstaru;os 

so far as they aI''''' no,,: i·ep','':'''''']: ;:,0 or inconsistent with the 

provisions of, this Act CT" (.Li: :2..ny 01.":1.i]'ltif1Ce or Act in force 

at the commenceIl1erJ.t of tbis P,ct or Ironl time to tinle with 

any law enac:ted hei."aaft:c~: by !'8.:t"1 iament or with any Act.lt 

statute. Ordine.nee~" 12~t!;. "':u:U: or regulation of the Common­

wealth. of Australit.:,., 4t.:.nf:; S't;:,:t,~, O't Queien5ian~1, the Territol'Y 

of Papua 'O',t '!:he !'6:r"1..'itOl"Y cf Nsd~~ Guinea. for t:he time being 

expressly- applied in;.> OT ac.0!Jt.e;:'! as t~'.le la.w of)l N~uru by 

any Act or Ordina..'ilc*, 

(ll All reference! ~o authorities) persons, 
p1ace••. lubjects, mst~ers or ~htngs in any part of the laws 
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of England ~dopted b)p t}iis A~t shall be CCllstrued as 

re fer.ring to cDrrespOEt::'ir~2 t);: at'; s.log<y~s lJeYSOES, places, 

subjects, matte~s or things ~~thin Nauru. 
'~aci!i~eting the 

application of any pRTt l<1.\.·."S of Eng] and adopted by 

this Act it sha·11 be ~a~'1 1 .fY.:' F.n:,r CCH:rt) and ar;,y judge or 

magistrate thereof, tc construe i! 11it~ such verbal alt~r­

ation not affectJng the substance as may be necessary to 

render it applicable 'tC\ th~ ri,··-:';f.e-J' be:for'e such Court, judge 

or magistrate. 

CERTAIN ENGLISH LAWS NOT ADOPTEil 

6. Notwithstanding the pTovisj.on~ of section 4 of 

this Act, those parts of" the st~-ii.t:lit:e 1,avl of England \.;rhich 

are speficied in the Firs~ Schedule hereto> all rules 7 

regulations and orders ?nZlGe thB7:En-inner and tb.ose :parts 

of the common law relating to tha ~ame matters shall n9t 

apply or hav,e force and effect ~·::i..t.hia "t{;U;!U save in so faT 

as all or any of them may be adopted OT applied fro~ time 

to time by any other Act: 

P:rovided that the tn,:ovisio~'l$ contained' in any such parts 

shall be deemed to have Deen a(lopted and, applied where 

appropri-ate, for the f1,l"!.~p05c:: c·,::: t:""'.. e i~,te!"pTE"tatic>n of. the 

terms and expre s s i'Jns "'.IS en iIl the ;};;;_Tt s of' the. s tat u te 1 aw 

of England and the subs s!aTion thereunder adopted 

by this Act. 

REPEAL OF CERtAIN FRO''/I8 ,:; n;: Ll\WS REPE.;:\L AND 
ADOPTING ORDINAlKE 192 2: < <;; 67 

7. Sections 3, 5" t.;!> !'{ B;_ ;';~" J.~';' 13, 15 and 17 

of the Laws Repeal and Ad(;p~,; 

hereby repealed. 

AMENDMENT OF THE FIRST SCHEDULE TO THE Vi'JIS f(}2PEAL AND 
ADOPTING ORD]NANCE 192:t-1967 

The First Schec:t'-u.lf;-j t~ -::he Laws Repeal and 

Adoptihg Ordinance 19~2· 07 is amended by deleting ~herefrom 

the Acts of the P::trliam~l1t of "he COjl\monwealth of Aust,ralia 

specified in the Seco~d Schedul~ t~ this Act. 

AMEN D"'lENT OF T"''' '"10"0"1) "'-;'::",,,,"L" T '~T- T AW- R~P~AL AND
ADOPT'I';~ ORD."AnN~" ~E':Ll Q '.;:.," ~ ;:;~':;'Jd .Ie ;) "Ll" ~ ::;, G D:

;.-"u J.n, '--, .__ t._'" "_"",)" 
9. The Second Sc/",edu;e tv the [."",$ Repeal and 

Adopting Ordinance 1922,,1961 l.s ,;mended by deleting 

http:pTovisj.on
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therefrom the Act of the S-cate of Queensland specified 

in the Third Schedule to this Act. 

MIENDMENT OF THE THIRD S<;:HEDULE TO THE LAI'iS REPEAL 1, D 
ADOPTING ORDINANCE 1922-1967 

10. The Third Schedule to the l.aws Repeal and 

Adopting Ordinance 1922-1967 is amended by deleting 

therefrom the Ordinances of che Territory of Papua 

specified in the Fouyth Schedule to this Act. 

REPEAL OF TrtE MERCHANT SHIPPING ORDINANCE 1924-1967 

11. The Herchant Shipping Ordinance 1924-1967 is 

hereby repealed. 

FIRST SCHEDULE 

(SECTION 6) 

PARTS OF THE STATUTE LAW OF ENGLAND WHICH StiALL
"-"-"-----­

NOT APPLY WITHIN NAURU 

(1) All those parts of the statute law of England 

which are printed in the Third Edit~on of Ha1sbury's 

Statutes of Engiand under the titles specified hereunder, 

namely : 

Admiralty 

Affiliation and Leg::tilliatioll Proceedings 

"Agricul ture 

Aliens and National i ty 

Allotments and Small HOldings 

Animals 

Auctions and Auctioneers 

Aviation (other t.han the Carl'iage by Air Act 1961, 

the Carriage by Ai"r (Supple1:!enta.l 

Provisions) Act 1962 and the Tokyo 

Convention Act 1967) 
Bar~king 

Bankruptcy and Insolv"ency (other than the 

Debtors Act lS69) 

Building Contracts, Architects and Engineers 

Building Societies 

Burial and Cremation 

Carriers 



~,

" , 

_. s-


Charities 	 (oth0T th?.T~ the Chari table Trus-::.s 

(VaiidatiDn) Act: 1954 and the 

RecYc:ati.cro,,1 Chariti.esc Act 1958) 

Commonweal th and O-'Ch(':T 'l"'erri tories 

Compani.es 

Compulsory PurchasE: of I::a}:.d and Compel!sation 

Confl i.et of LaC,!s 

Constitutional La\1 

Copyho1ds 

Coroners 

County Courts 

Courts 

Criminal taw 
Crown Proceedi:t1gs CP3.rt: 1) 

Customs and Excise 
Distress 
Easements and Profits a Prendre 

Eccles iastical La,,! 

Education 

E+ections 

Electricity 

Explosives 

Extradition and Fugitive Offender" 

Factories and Shops Cv~heT than the Factories 

Act 1937) 

Ferries 

Fire Ser,;tice 

Fisheries 
Food and Drugs 

Forestry 

Friendly Societies 

Game 

Gas 

Highways 

Housing 

Husband and Wife (Parts 1, 3 und 4) 

Indusctrial and Pro'lidenc Societies 

Infants;$ (,:h.ildren and Young Persons 

Intoxicating Liquor 

Juries 

Land Drainage and Improve,T,.ent 

Land Tax 

Landlorciand Tena" t 

Literary and Sd.ent.ific Ins ti tutions 

http:Compani.es
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(2) 

which 

Loan Societies 

Local Government 

London 

Magistrates 

Markets ~nd Fairs 

Mayor's and City of London Court 

Medicine and Pharmacy 

Mines, Minerals and Quarries 

Money (Parts 2, 3 (nther than the Prevention 

of Frauds (Investment) Act 1958 and the 

Protection of bepositors Act 1963) and 

Part 4) 

National Health 
National ,Insurance and Social Securi ty 

N9rthern Ireland 

Notaries 
Opel! Spaces and Recreation Grounds 

Parliament 

·Partnersnip 

Patents and Designs 

Peerages and Dignities 


Pensions and Superannuation 


Persons Mentally Disordered 


Police 


Post Office 


Practice and Procedure 


Prisons 

'Pri ze 


Public Authorities and Public O£fiC'3rs 


Public Health 


purchase Tax 

Railways, Canals and Pipelines 


Rating 

Real Property (Parts 2 and 3) 


Registration Concerning the Individual 


Road Traffic 

R9yal Force s 

Savings Banks 


Settlements 

Sherif~s and Bailiffs 


All those parts of the statute 1m, of England 

are printed in the Second Edition of Halsbury's 
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St,tutes of England under the titles specified hereunder, 

all those parts of any other Acts of Parlia.'TIent by "hleh 

such parts of the statute la\-l have been amended or repealed 

and replaced, whOlly or ~n plrt, and all other parts af 

any other Acts of Parliament the subject matter of whic!l 

parts is the same a~, or si~ilar to, that of aqy such 

parts of the statute law 

Income Tax and Prof: ts Taxes 

Revenue 
Shipping and Navigation (Parts 2 and 3) 

Solicitors 

Statutes 
Telegraphs and Telephones 

Theafres and Telephones 
Theatres and' Other PlaceS of Entertai,nment 

Time 

'rithe 
Town and Country Planning 

Trade and Industry 

Trade Marks and Trade Names 

Trade Ul,lions 

Tramways 

Water Supply 
Waters and Watercourses 

Weights and :-1easures 

War and Emergency 

War Damage 

'SECOND SCHEDULE 
------;:-,~---~.~' 

(Section 8) 

Acts of the Parliament of the Commonwealth of Aus'tra1cia 


deleted from the First~ch~du:t,e_J:()_ th~__Laws" Repeal and 


Adopting OT'dinan~.':.~_}_927-196 7. 

Bills of Exchange Act 1909-1936 

Copyright Act 19l2-l933 

Crimes Act 1914-1915 

Evidence Act 1905 
Sea Carriage of Goods Act 1924 
State Laws and Records Recognition Act 1901 



THIRD SCHEDULE 

{Section 9} 

Act of the State of land delete from the Second 

Schedule to the Laws Repeal and AdoptiD9; Ordina~cc 

1922-1967.--..-~.-

Statut.e of Frauds and Limitations of 1867 

FOURTH SCHEDULE 

(Sectio" 10) 

deleted from 

Thi rd Sch8dule to the La\<ls Repoa!~.<1 AcloEti!lg ·Ord ituince 

9 2-:r967 

Bills of Sale Ordinance 1912 

Defamation Ordinance 1911 

Ordinances' 0 the Terri 


