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REPUELIC OF NAURU

CUSTOM AND ADOPTED LAWS ACT 1971
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REPURLIC OF NAURU

{No. 11 of 1971)

AN ACT

To make better provision relating to the institutions, customs

and usages of the Nauruans and to adopted laws.
(Certified: S—-.2-1972)

Be i't enacted by the Parliament of -Nauru as follows:

SHORT TITLE AND COMMENCEMENT

1. This Act may be cited as the Custom and Adopted
Laws Act 1971 and shall come into force on a date to be
notified by the Minister in the Gazette.

INTERPRETATION
Z. In this Act unless the context otherwise
regquires -
"Court" means any Court which may from time to time
have jurisdiction within Nauru and any other Court
which may from time to time have jurisdiction to
entertain an appeal from a judgment, order or decision

of any Court having jurisdiction within Nauru.

NAURUAN INSTITUTIONS, CUSTOMS AND USAGES
3. (1) The institutions, customs and usages of the
Nauruans to the extent that they existéd immediately before
the commencement of this Act shall, save in so far as they
may hereby or hereafter from time to time be expressly, or
by necessary implication, abolished, altered or limited by
any law enacted by Parliament, be accorded recognition by
every Court and have full force and effect of law to
regulate the following matters -
(d) title to, and interests in, land, other than any
title or interest granted by lease or other instrument
or by any written law not being an applied statute;
(b) rights and powers of Nauruans to dispose of their
property, real ahd personal, inter vivos and by will or

any other form of testamentary disposition;



{c}) suttesszen h3 the of Hauruwans who die

intestate; and
{d) any matters
(2) Any
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ENGLISH LAWS ADOPTED

4. {1} Subdsct 1o the provisions of sesctions 3, §
and & of this Act, tie comnon iaw and the statutes of

{2y The vripciplies and rulzs of equity which
1y

¥
were in force in England cn th rst day of January,
2
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1968, are hereby adopted es and rules of

equity 3im Nazuru.

(51 In svevv of matter instituted in

any Court law #md ogulity nistered concurrently.

AROPTION SUBJECT To MNAURY JUBIGHICTICN AND STATUTES
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sn far as they ars
provisions of this Ac: ¢r of zny Urdinuncs or Act in force
at ths commepcamsnt of this Azt or froewm time teo time with
any law enacted hsvezfizr ov Parliament or with any Act,
statute, Ordinance. Yaw, »u reggulation of the Common-
wealth of Australis, %hs Zzafte of Jueesnsland, the Territory
of Papua or the Ter:ritory ©f New Cuinegz for the time being
expressly applied in, or adcepted 23 the law of, Naurtu by
any Act or OCrdinance
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places, subjects, mattars or things in any part of the laws



of England adecpiad by zhis he constyued as

referring to corresponding or anzlogsus sersons, places,
subjects, matters oxr thinpgs within dNauru.
{2) For the vurncse o8 fagilitating the

£
application of azay parit of ths laws of Fngland adopted by
this Act it shall be “awiul Far any fourt, and any judge or
mapistrate therecf, o construs it with such verbal altér-
ation not aifecting the substance a3 may be necessary to
render it applicable to <the pe:ivr befors such Court, judge

or magistrate.

CERTAIN ENGLISH LAWS NOT ADOFTED
6. Notwiithstanding the trovisinns tion 4 of

o
this Act, those parts of the statuts lsw o rland which
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are speficied in the Firsi Schadules kereto, a} ruales,
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of the common law r=lating te the same mat _
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to time by any other Act:
Provided that the provisions conteained in any such parts
shall be deemzd to have bezn adopted and: applied where

y3se 0f the interpretation of the
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appropriate, for *the pur
-

terms and expressin of the statute law

of Engiand and the

by this Act.

ion thereunder adopted

REPEAL OF CERTAIN FROVISTONS OF THE LAWS REPEAL ARND
ADOPTING ORDINANCE I1SZ2z-256G7

7. Sections 3, 3, o, ¥, &, &, ii., 15, L5 snd 17
of the Laws Repeal and Adevwing Ordinance 19Z22-1967 are

hereby repealed.

AMENDMENT OF THE F1RST
ADOPTING ORDINANCE 152%
=S

8. The First
Adopting Ordinance 15z72-

SCHHEDULE TO THE LAWS REPEAL AND
~ Vi)
e o

cheduio t2 The Luws Repeal and
lIeting therefrom

the Acts of the Parlizunent of cthe Conmonwealth of Australia

specified in the Second Schedule too thisz Act.

AMENDMENT OF THE SECONY 505
ADOPTING ORDINANCE 12221547

9, - The Seccnd Scnedulie to the Laws Repeal and

P THz LAWS REPTAL AND

Adopting Ordinance 19zZ2-i96% iy amended by deleting
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therefrom the Act cf the Svate of Queensland specified
in the Third Schedule to this Act.

AMENDMENT OF THE THIRD SCHEDULE TO THE LAWS REPEAL & D
ADOPTING ORDINANCE 1922-1967

10. The Third Echeduls to the Laws Hepeal and
Adopting Grdinance 1922-1967 is amended by deleting
therefrom the Ordinances of the Territory of Papua

specified in the Fourth Schedule to this Act.

REPEAL OF THE MEKRCHANT SHIPPINCG ORDINANCE 1924-1957
11. The Merchan® Shipping Ordinance 1924-1967 Is

hereby repesaled.

FIRST SCHEDULE
(SECTION 6)

PARTS OF THE STATUTE LAW OF ENGLAND WHICH SHALL
NOT _APPLY WITHIN NAURU

(1) All those parts of the statute law of England
which are printed in the Third Edition of Halshury’s

S5tatutes of Fngland under the titles specified hereunder,

namely

Admiralty

Affiliation and Legitimaetion Proccedings

Agricul ture

Aliens and Nationalitiy

Ailetments and Small Holdings

Animals

Auctions and Aucticneers

Aviation (other than the Carziage by Air Act
the Carriage by Air (Supplemental
Provisions) Act 1962 and the Tokyo
Convention Act 1967)

Banking

Bankruptcy and Insolvency {other than the

Debtors Act 18523

Building Contrscts, Architects and Enginesrs

Building Societies

Eurial and Cremation

Carriers

1981,
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Charities {ether than the Chsaritabkle Trus:s
. =
L 4 and the
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Recreational Charities Act 1958}
Lo

Commonwealih and other Territorvies
Companies
Compulsory Purchase of Eand and Comsensaticn

Conflict of Laws

Constitutional Law

Copyhoids

Coroners

County Courts

Courts

Criminal Law

Crowilt Proceedin

Customs and Exc

Distress

Easements and Profits a Prendre

Ecclesiastival Law

Educaticn

Elections

Blectricity

Explosives

Extraditien and Fugitive Cifender

Factories and Shop:s [other than the Factaries
Act 18373

Ferries

Fire Service

Fisheries

Fned ana firugs

Forestry

etizs

-

Friepdly Soc
Game

Gas

Highways
Housing
Husband and Wife (Parts 1, 3 and 4)
Industrial and Provident Soc
infants, Children and Young Pe
Intoxicatirg Liquor

Juries

Land Drainage and lmprovement

Land Tax

Landlilord and Teénant

Literary and Scientific Iasztitutioes
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(2)

TLoan Sccieties

Local Government

Londan

Magistrates

Markets .and Fairs

Mayor's and City eof London Court

Medicine and Pharmacy

Mines, Minerals and Quarries

Money (Parts 2, 3 (nther than the Prevention
of Frauds (Investment)} Act 1558 and the
Protecticn of Depositors Act 1963 and
Part 4)

National Health

National 4nsurance and Social Security

Nerthern Treland

Notaries

Opeu Spaces and Recreation Grounds

Parliament

FPartnership

Patents and Designs

Pegrages and Dignities

Pensions and Superannuation

Persons Mentally Discordered

Police

Post Office

Practice and Procedure

Prisons

‘Prize

Public Authorities and Public Officers

Public Health

Purchase Tax

Railways, Canals and Pipelines

Rating

Real Property (Farts 2 and 3)

Registration Concerning the Individual

Rpad Traffic

Royval Forces

Savings Banks

Settlements

Sheriffs and Bailiffs

All those parts of the statute law of England

which are printed in the Second Edition of Halsbury's
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Statutes of England under the titles specified hercunder,
all those parts of any other Acts of Parliament by which
such parts of the statidte law have been amended or repealed
and replaced, whnlly cr in part, and =all other parts of

any other Acts of Parliament the subject-matter of which
parts is the same as, or similar tc, that of any such

parts of the statute law :

Income Tax and Proflts Taxes

Revenue

Shipping and Navigation (Parts 2 and 3)
Sclicitors

Statutes

Telegraphs and Telephones

Theatres and Telephones

Theatres and Other Places of Entertainment
Time

Tithe

Town and Country Flanning

Trade and Industry

Trade Marks and Trade MNames

Trade Unions

Tramways

wWater Supply

Waters and Watercourses

Weights and Measures

War and Emergency

War Damage

‘SECOND SCHEDULE
{(Section 8)

Acts of the Parliament of the Commonwealth of Australia
deleted from the First Schedule EEWFHE Laws, Repeal and
Adopting Ordinance 1927-1967. E
- Bills of Exchange Act 1903-1936

Copyright Act 19312-1933

Crimes Act 1914-1815

Evidence Act 1905

Sea Carriage of Goods Act 1524

State Lawe and Records Recognition Act 19(1
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THIRD SCHEDULE
{Section 9}

Act of the State of Queensiand deleted from the Second

Schedule to the Laws Repeal and Adozting Urdinance
1922-1967.

Statute of Frazuds and Limitations of 1867

FOURTH SCHEDULE
(Section 10)

Ordinances of the Territery of Papua deleted from the

Third Séhedule,to the Laws Reﬁeal and Adopting Ordinance
1822-1967

Bills of Sale QOrdinance 1512

Defamation Ordinance 1911




