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I 
I REI'UBLIC OF NAlJRU 

AN ACT 

I 
To provide for the powers, privileges and imln,unities of Parliament

I (Cerli lled: 3,,1 September 1976) 

I Enacted by tbe I'arliament of Naum as'II)lIows:­

I'arl I Prelimillary

I 
SHORT TITLE 

I I. This Act may be cited as thcParliamcntary Powers, Privileges aild lil1l11lmities 
Act 1976, 

I INTERPRETATION 

I 2 In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires­

'committee' means any standing, sessional, select or other committee of the Parliament; 

I 'member' mcans a member of Parliament; 

I 'officer of the Parliament' and 'officer' include­
(i) the Clerk; 

I 
(ii) a public officer authorized in writing by the Speaker to be or to act as an 

officer of the Parlillnlcl1I: 

I 
(iii) a person doing within the precincts of the Parliament ullcle,r the order of 

the Speaker any act \\hich an officer of the Parliament is or may be 
required to do by or under the provisions of this Act; and 

(iv) any police officer on duty within the precincts of the Parliament' 

I 'Standing Orders' 11lcans the standing rules and orden; of the Parliament for the time 
being in force: 

I 
 'stranger' means any perSO!l other than a member or an olliccr of the Parliament; 


I 

'the Clerk' means the Clerk of Parliament appointed by the Speaker in pursuance of 

Article 33 of the Constitution, and includes, while he is performing the function;, of the 

Clerk, any other person appointed by tile Speaker in [lursll'll1Ce of tilat Article to perform 
those functions during the absence of the Clerk: 

I 
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'tbe Parliament' IneallS the Parliament of Nauru established by Article 26 of the 
Constitution; 

I 
·the prccincts 01' the. Parliament' means the Chamber and officers of the Parliament and 
all places provided for tile use or 'iccomlllodation of mClllbers, officers or strangers, and 
inciudes,'while the Parliament is meeting, and subject 10 :my exceptions madeby thc 
direction of the Speaker, the entire building in which the Chamber of the Pnrliamcilt is 

I situated. and any forecollrt, yard, g:lrdcn enclosure or open spacc adjoining or 
appertaining to that building and'used or provided for the purposes of ti,e Parlilllncnl: 

I 'the Speaker' means tbe pet'son elecled under Article 34 of the CO]lstitution to be the 
Spenker of the Parliament and includes any other member when that other melllber is 
presiding at a meeting of the Parliament; 

I 
I 

'votes and proceedings' means the Minutes of the Parliament or the official record 
thereof. 

Part 1/ - l'ril·ileges and [mmullitie." 

IM:VIU",rry FH(H1 LEGAL I'HOCEIWINGS 

I 
3. ,No civil or Criminal proceedings Illay be instituted against any member for words 
spoken before, or written in a'report 10, the Parliament or to a comlllittee thereof, or by 

I 
rcason of any mutter or thing brought before the parliament by him by petition, Bill, 
motion or otherwise. 

FHEEDOM FROM ARREST 

I 4. No member shall be Iiable to arrest ­

I 
(a) Cor any civil debt while going to, attending at or returning from a meeting of the 
P;lrliament or any cOlllmitteethereof; 
(b) for any criminal offence, except with the consent of Ihe Speaker, while within the 
precincts of the Parliament when the Parliament or a committee is meeting. 

I SEHVICE, ETC, OF PROCESS WITHIN THE 1'lmCINCTS OF THE 
PARLIAMENT PROHIBITED 

,. I 5. No process issued by any Conrt in the exercise of ils Jurisdiction shall be served 
or executed within the precincts of the Parliamenl while the Parliament or a committee is 
meeting or Ihrough Ihe Speaker, Ille Clerk llr any officer or the P"riiamenl. 

I 
STRANGERS NOT ENTITLED TO ENTEH OR REMAIN \VrtHIN THE 
PHECINCTS OF THE PARLiAMENT 

I 
6. A stranger is not entitled, as or right, to enter or to rel11ain within the precincts of 
the Pari ial11enL 
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I 

THE SPEAKER MAY REGULATE ADMITTANCE A:-.ID CONDUCT OF 
STRANGERS 

7. (I) The Speaker may, by instrulnent in writing under his haneL given suci]

I orders as he may ill his discrction dcelll necessary or desirable for the regulation of the 
admittance of strangers to, and their conduct within, the precincts of the Parliament. 

(2) Not less than one copy of every order given under the preceding

I subsection shall be allthenticalecl by the Clerk and exhibited in a conspicuolls position 
within·tile precincts of the Parliament and such copy when so aUlhelllicated and exhibited 
shall be deemed to be sufficient notes to all persons alTected thereby. 

THE SPEAKER MAY ORDERA STRANGER TO WTTHDRA W 

8. (I) The Speaker may at any tillle in his absolute discretion order a stranger to 
withdraw from thc precincts of ihe Pariiaillent. 

(2) An order Inay he given under the [lreceding subsection notwithstanding 
thut the stranger to whom it relates has cornpl ied with all relevant ordcrs given undcr 
Section 7. 

I EXCLUSION OF A S{;SPENDED l\lENIBER 

9. A member who has becn suspended by the Speaker fronl the service of the

I Parliament shall not enter or remain within the precincts of the Parliament while that 

I 
wspension remains in force and, if any stich member IS found within the precincts of [he 
Parliament ill contravention of this section, he may be forcibly removed therefrom by :lIly 
officer. 

I THE PARLIAMENT OR A COMMITTEE MAY REQUIRE A PERSON TO 
ATTEND A GIVE EVIDENCE, ETC. 

I 
I 10. The Parliament or it committee may, subject to the provision.s of Sections 15 and 

17, rcqufre any person to mtcild before the Parliament or the cOll1ll1iltee ami to give 
evidence or to produce any paper, hook, record or other document in his possession or 
under his comroL or both to give evidence and to produce any paper, book, record or 
other document in his pos;;e:;sion or under his control. 

I ISSUE OF SUMMONS TO ATTEND 

I 
II. ( 1) A requirement made under Section 10 shall be notified to the person to 
whom il relate;; by a sllimnons, in such form as may be prescrihed, under the hand of·the 
Ckrk issued by the direction of the Speaker or, in the case or a committee, of the 
chairlllan [hcreof, Every such summons, if purporting to bear the signature of Ihe Clerk 

I shall he deemed prima facie to be lilwlul and to be issued by the direction of the Speaker 
or the chairman of the committee, as the case may he. 

I 
(2) 'Ill every summons isslIcd under the preceding subsection there shall be 

stated tile time when ami thc place where the person summoned is required to attend, 
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• whether he is required to' give evidence or not, and details or the documents, if any . 
whicll,ile is required to producc. 

I 
(3) A summons issued under subsection (I) shall be served on a person named 

therein hy delivering to him a copythereofi it may be served by an officer or by any 
police officer. 

·(4) A person who has scrved a sUlllmons issued Linder subsection (I) shall 
deliver to the Clerk within twenty-four hours arter the service an affidavit of service 

I nlade by hil11. and L1le Clerk shall file the affidavit. 

ISSUE or WARRANT TO COMPEL ATTENDANCE 

I 12. (I) Wilere a person to WhOl1l a summons under subsection ( I) of Section I I is 
directed dllCS not attend bcJ'orc thc Parliament or the COlllllliltee, as the case Illay be, at 

I the time and plaee stated therein. the Speaker may. (Ipon being satistled that the summons 

• 
has l1e"n duly served or tilat the person to whom the SlIlllmons is directed is willfully 
avoiding service. direct the Clerk to apply to the District Court for a warrant to apprehend 
him and compel him to attend before the Parliament or thc committee. 

(2) Upon application being made (0 the District Court by the Clerk in 
pursuance of a direction given by the Speaker under thc prcceding subsection. the Court, 

I if satistied that the Sll1ll1nons has been properly issued under subsection (I) of Section I I 

I 
and that the person to whom il is directed ha\ heen served with it or is willfully avoiding 
being served with ii, ltnd has not atlended as required by It, shall issue a warrant for that 
person to he arrested and brought beforc the Court. 

•
• 

(3) The District Court may, if it thinks fit, direct at the time of issuing the 
warrant under the last preceding subscction that the. person for whose arrest the worrant is 
issued may be released upon his entering into a recognizance in such sum as the Court 
specifics in the direction to attend hefore the Parliament or the committee on a date and at 
a time specified in the direction; tbe direction sball be endorsed on the warrant. 

(4) Where a person is arrested ami brought before the District Court in 
cxecution of a warrant issued under subsection (2). the Court shall release him upon his 

I entering into a recognizance in slich sum as the COLlrt thinks tit to attend before the 
Parliament or the cOlllmittee. as the case may be, on a date ;md a time to he specified in 
the recognizance. 

I 
I (5) .In proceedings under slihsection (2) for the issue of a warrant, the Cuurt 

shall <leGel)[ as conclusive evidence of the facts stated therein a certificate under the hand 
of the Speaker certifying that a SU11lmons has been issued under subsection (I) of Section 
I I by the direction of himself or or the chairman of a cOlllmittee and that he has directed 
the Clerk to apply for a warrant to be issuctlunder subsection (2). 

I 
 WITN ESSES MA Y BE REQVIl{E1> TO TAKE OATH, ETC. 


.. 13. The f'nrliatllcnt or any committee el11Rowered to order the attendance or witnesses 
Ill<ly require that any facts, matters :lnd thing., relating to the suhject of inquiry before the 
Parliament or tlte committee be veri ned or otherwise asccrtained by the oral examination 
of witnesses and l11ilY cause any slIch witnesses to be examined UpOI1 oath or affirmation, 

I .ll1d [he Clerk or the chairman of the eOlllmittee or any other person specially uppoinled 
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I 
for that purpose hy the Parliament or hy slIch committee may admini,ster the oalh or lake 

I Ihe affirnlation, 

OBJECTION TO ANSWERING QUESTIONS, Inc. 

I 14, (I) Subject 10 Seclion 15, any person ordered 10 attend to give evidence or to 
produce any paper, hook, record or other document before the Parliament may object to

I answering any question that may be put to him or [0 producing any sLlch paper, book, 
rccord or other document Oil the ground that it relates to matters of a private nature and 
does not relate to the subject of inquiry; ,lIld, if he does sO ohject, the Speaker may excllse 

I the answering of the question or the productioll or the paper, book. record or otller 
doclIment. or may order the answering or proiluction thereor, as he considers proper, 

(2) Subject 10 Section 15, any person ordered to attend or to give eVidence or

I to prodl1ce any paper, book, record or other document before any committee may object 
to answering any question that may be put to him Or to producing any such paper, book. 
record or other document on the ground that it rclates to mallers of a private nature and 

I does nO! relate to the subject of inquiry; and, if he docs so object, the d)ainnal,l of the 

I 
cOll1miltcc shall report the objection to (he Speaker with the re,lsons therefore and the 
Speake'r may thereupon excuse the answering or sllch question or,tile production of such 
paper. hook, record of other document, or may order the answering or production thereor, 
as he considers proper. Subject to Section 15. the decision of the Speakel' is final. 

I PRIVILEGES IN RELATION TO EVIDENCE 

I 15. en A person summoned to allend to give evidence or to produce any paper, 
book, record or other document before the Parliament or a committee shall be entitled, in 

I 
respect or sllch evidence o~ the disclosure of any communication or the production of any 
such pilper, book, record or other docliment. to the same rights or privileges as he would 
have in relation thereto before a Court. ' 

I 
(2) Except where in the opinion of the Presidel1l it would be contrary to the 

pllblic interest and the President so directs, no person in the employment of the Republic 

I 
shall rcruse ­

(aJ to produce before the Parliament or a committee any paper,'book, record 
or 01 her document; or 

I 
(h) to give evidence before the Parliaincnt or a cOll1mittee, relating to the 

correspondence of any department of the Government of the Republic or to any matter 
affecting the Pllblic Service; secondary evidence shalillot he ret:eived, given or produced 
before the Parliament or a committee of the contents of any sllch paper, book. record or 
other document which the Presidclll has directed silallnot' be produced: 

I (3) An ,lIlSwer by a pej'son to a question put by the Parliament or a t:ol1ll1liltce 
shall not be admissible in evidence against him in any civil or criminal proceedings 
except in the case of criminal, proceedings for an offence against this Act or of givillg 

I false evidence to the Pari iamem or ,l cOlllmittee. • 

I 
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EVIDENCE GIVEN TO THE PARl'JAMENT OR A COl'viMITIEE NOT TO BE 
DISCLOSED WITHOUT LEA VE 

1(', ( I) Save as provided in this Act, 

I person employed to t'1kc Minutes of evidence given before the Parliament or any 
committee shall, without special leave of the Parliiltnent, disclose elsewhere the contents 
or such evidence or the contents of any document laid before the Parliament or the 

I committee, as the case may be. or the details of any proceedings or any examination or 
witne,sses herore the Parliament or the committee, as the case may he. 

(2) The special leave referred to in (he preceding subsection may be given

I Juring ;). recess or adjournment or dllL'ing any dissolution 91' the Parliament by the 

Speaker. 

I (i'OW CERTAIN QUESTIONS ARE TOIlE DETERMINED 

17. Where ,it any time any 'question arises in the Parliament or in a committee with

I regard to ­

I 
(a) the right or power of the Parliament or a committee to hear, admit or receive 01''11 
evidence: 
(b) the right or power of the Parliament or a committee to peruse or examine ~Iny 
paper, book, record or other dOCUl1)ent, or to summon, direct or c,ill upon any person to 
produce any paper. book. record or other documcntbefore the Parliament or cOl11l11iltce;

I or 

I 
(c) the nght or privilege of any person" including it member. to refuse to produce any 
paper, book, record or other doculllcnt or to lay any raper, book, record of other 
documenr before the Pari iament or cOl11mittee: 

I 
that question shall, subject to the express provisions of this Acr, be determined in 
accordill1ce with the usage and practice of the Commons Honse or parliament of the 

United' Kingdom. 

I i'art 1 V - Of{e,'"ces lImI Penalties 

I 
6FFE:"iCES RELATING TO ADIVIITTANCE TO OR PRESE:"iCE WITHIN THE 
PRECINCTS OF THE PARLIAIVIENT " , , 

18. Any persoll who-

I (a) being a stranger, cnters or attempts to,'enter the precincts of the Parliament in 

contravention of any order of the Speaker; 

I 
(b) being a stranger, fails or refuses to withdraw from the precipcts of the Parliament 
when ordered to withdraw the reform by the Speaker: or 

I 
(c) being a stranger, con!nlvenes any order made by the Speaker under subsection (I) 
of Section 7 reguhning the admittance or strangers to. or their conduct within, Ihe 
rrecincis of the Parliament; , 
is guilty. of a cognizable olTcnceand is liable to imprisonment for three montils .\Ill! a find 

of two hundred doll'lI's . 
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OTHER OFFENCES 

I' 19. Any person who ­

1 
(a) a~sHuhs, molests, resists or obstructs any officer in the excClIlion of his duty or 
while proceeding to or .from the Parliament. knowing or having reasonable grounds for 
believing him to be an officer: 
(b) l)resents to the Parliament or a committee, any false, untrue, fabricated or falsil'led 

1 document. with intent to deceive the Parliament or such committee; 
(c) destroys any document which 11C knows or has rcason to believe has been ordered 
to be produced before the Parliament or a committee: 
(d) abstracts any record or other d(ICUlllent rrolll the custody of the Clerk, or falsifies 
or illlpropcrly alters Hny docllment presented to the Parliament or any·committee: 
(e) endeavours, direCtly or indirectly, t\' deter or hinder any person from arpearing or 
giving'evidence before the Parliament or a cOlllmittee; 
(f) talTlpers with a witness with regard to evidence to be given l1y him before the 
Parliament or a committee; 
(g) threatens or in any way punishes, damnifies or injures, or attempts to punish, 
damnify ,)1' injure, any pr;rS(lIl for having given evidence before the Parliament or a 
committee or on account of the evidence wliich he 'has given before the Parliament Ol' a 

committee; or 
(hl without special leave of the Parliament or the Speaker. publishes any evidence 
taken by. or any document produced to. the Parliament or a cOI:rtmittee; 
is guilty of a cognizable offence and is liable to imprisonl1lelit for two years. 

1 

PRINTING FA'LSE COpy OF VOTES ANI) PROCEEDINGS, ETC. 


1 
20. Save as .nay be authorized by any written law, allY person who prints or causes to 
be printed a copy of any Act or 11 copy of any repOl't, paper or Minutes or of the votes and 
proceedings of thePariimnent as purporting to have been printed by, or on tile ;illtllOrity 
of, the Government Printer or by order or under the authority of the Parliament or by 
order or under the authority of the Speaker, and the same is nOI so primed, or who tenders:1, in evidence in any Court any sucll copy as purporting to be so printed knowingly that it 
was not so printed, is guilty of an offence and is,liable to imprisonlllent for six months. 

Part V ~ Miscellit/wolt;· 

POWERS. PRIVH_EGES ANI) IMMUNITIES NOT EXPRESSLY PROVIDED 
FOR 

I 21. In addition to the powers, privileges ami immunities expressly provided for in this 
Act, ·the Parliament and members shall h\lve all the powers, privileges and illlmunities 
which tile Honse of Commons of the Parliament of the United !<ingciol1l and its members 
have for the time being, except any of such powers, privileges and immunities ~lS arc 
inconsistent with or repugnant to the Constitution or the express provisions or Ihis Act. 
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COMMONS JOURNALS TO EE PRIIVIA FACIE EVIDENCE AS TO POWERS, 
PIUVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES 

22. Subject to the provisions of tilis Act, a wpy of the Journals 01' the C0l111110nS 
House of Pari ialllent or th'e United Kingdilm printed or purporting to be printed by the 
mder or by the Printer of the Commons House aforesaid shall, upon any inquirytouciling 
the privileges, illlllltlnities and I,owers of the. Parliament or or any l)lember thereof, be 

I received as prima facie evidence withom proof of its being slich copy. 

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS PRINTED BY THE GOVEHNMENT PRINTI~R

I TO BE ADMITTED AS PRIMA FACIE Ini"iDENCE 

2], Upon any inquiry tOllching the privileges, illlllluuities illld powers 01' the 
P,uliamcnt or of any member, any COllY of the votes and proceedings vrinted or 
purporting to be printed by or on behalf or the Government Printer shall be admitted as 
prima racie evidence or such votes and proceedings in·all Courts without any proof being 
given tl1<lt sueh copy was so printed. 

PROTECTION OF PERSONS HESPONSIBLE FOR AUTHORISED

I PUBLICATIONS 

I 

24. Any person, being a defendant ill any civil or cril11in{tI proceedings instituted in 
any COlll:t on account or in respect or the. publicationlly that person or by his servanl or 
agent of any report, paper"Minlltes or vqtc~ and proceedings or the Parliament may bring 
before the Court" certificate under the hand of the Speaker. stating th<lt the report, paper, 
Minute or votes and rroeeedings III respect whereof those proceedings have been 
inslilLlted was or were publ islted by that person Ot' by:his servant or agent by order or 

I under the autltority of the Parliament or of .the Speaker; and, ir he does so, sllch 
certificate, if verified by affidavit of the Clerk, shall be conclusive proof: of that fact. 

I I'UHLlCATlO~ OF VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS, ETC., WITHOUT MALICE . . 

I 
25. In any civil proceedings institUted in any Cnurt for publishing any report <)I' 

sllmmary of or any extract fronl or al),Stract of any report. paper, Minute or \lotes and 

I 
[lroceedings of the PariiamclH, ir the Coun is satislled tllallilal report. summary, extract 
or abstract W<.lS published in good faith and' without l11alice judgement shall be entered I'm 
the defelldant. 

,. EXCLUSION OF JURISDICTION OF THE COURTS 

I 
26. Kcither the Speaker nor any otTieer of the Parliament shall be subject to the 
jllJ'isdietiol1 of the Court in respect of the lawful exercise of tiny power conferred on or 
vested in the Speaker or the olTicer by or under this Act. 

I 
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I 
POWERS OF OFFIC)!;RS 

I 27. Every officcr shall,{or thc purposcs 01' this Act and for the application within the 
precincts ill' the Parliament of ti,e provisions of the criminal law, have all the powers ,")(1

I enjoy all the privileges of il police olTiccr, and the pi'ovisions of the Criminal Procedure 
Act 1972 relating to the manner in which persons arrested by police 'officers are to be 
dealt with shall apply where an officer of iJle Parliament arrests a per~on in excrcise of 

I those powers. 

THE SI'I~AKER MAY DIRECT WORDS RULED OUT OF ORDER NOT TO BE

I PUBLISHED. 

28. (I) Wherc the Spcakcr undcr the provisions of Standing Ordcrs rules any

I words used by.a member to bc out 01' order. the Speaker may. in his absolute discrction. 
direct that such words, or any words out 01' which they arose·or arising out of them. shall 
not be published in any manner. 

(2) Any person who publishes any words which are the subject of a direction 
given undcr the provisiops of the preceding subsection is guilty of an offence and is liable 
to imprisonrnent for six months.

I 
AUTHORITY FOR PROSECUTION 

I 29. A prosecution for an offence under this Act shall not be instituted except on the 
writtcn allihority of the Dircctor of Public Prosecutions and with thc written conscnt of 
the Spyakcr. 

RULES 

I 30. The Speaker may, by notice in the Gazette. make rules prescribing anything 
which. under the provision!; of this Act. may be or is to be prescribed. 

I 
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